photo ran with AFNS Feature #360123, "Promoting enlisted
heritage," in the Feb. 5 AFNS and is available on IBBS and via
FTP. Filename is 960123d.gif for the preview image in GIF
format and 960123d.jpg for the print-quality image in JPEG
format.)
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960167. (Feature) First black aviator

by Tech. Sgt. David P. Masko

Air Force News Service Features

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. -- Long before there was
the 99th Pursuit Squadron and the 332nd Fighter Group -- units
known today as the Tuskegee Airman -- there was Eugene Jacques
Bullard. In an era when the dignity of African-Americans was not
always recognized, Bullard exploded on the world stage and
became, among other things, the first black aviator. He was a
pilot, and an enlisted man.

Bullard's life is one of personal achievement set against
formidable odds. For this celebration of Black History Month,
Bullard's story is a good example of the kind of individual whose
legacy captures the shape and boundaries of extraordinary
achievements of African-Americans in aviation and military
service.

A display at the Enlisted Heritage Hall at Gunter Annex,
Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., features a painting of Bullard when
he was a pilot and a member of the French 170th infantry. His
original 1917 pilot's certificate is also part of the display.

For many who read about Bullard, there's a feeling that a movie
should be made about his colorful life. The display tells this story:

He was born in 1894 in Columbus, Ga. He left home at the age
of 8 in search of France where, as his father had told him, "Man
was judged by his merit, not the color of his skin."

After two years of wandering, Bullard stowed away on a
steamer sailing from New York to Scotland. For 10 years he
embarked upon various livelihoods, eventually becoming known as
a successful welterweight prize fighter.

In October 1914, as World War | began, he joined the French
Foreign Legion, engaging in hand-to-hand combat in some of the
most hotly contested battles of the war. He was wounded twice.

In October 1916, he was selected for pilot training and on May
7, 1917, he became the world's first black fighter pilot. As an
enlisted pilot, Bullard scored two "kills,” but only one of them was
confirmed.

His second kill, early in November 1917, however, was
definite.

A history of Bullard's life states that he singled out an enemy
plane and attacked. His intended victim went into a turn, flying
nose up and then turning backward, to come in from behind.
Bullard dodged into a cloud bank. When he emerged, his foe was
above him to the right, but Bullard was able to pull behind him and
bring him down.

In post-war France, Bullard, a national hero, became a
successful night club owner and popular musician in Paris. He
married a countess and became the father of two daughters.

When World War il erupted, he was a member of the
underground and an associate of the famed French spy and
resistance leader Cleopatra Terrier. He was severely wounded in
July 1940 fighting Nazis in Europe and was evacuated to New
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York City.

Although America never knew of his heroic exploits, France
never forgot. In 1954, Bullard was recalled to Paris by the French
government to rekindle -- along with two white Frenchmen -- the
everlasting flame at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier under the
Arc of Triumph in Paris.

A year later, President Charles De Gaulle internationally
embraced him as a French hero.

Bullard died on Oct. 12, 1961. He was buried with honors by
French war officers in Flushing, N.Y.

Although there are painful accounts a discrimination in
Bullard's life when he lived in the United Stateul he never allowed
it to affect who he was as a man.

Perhaps most satisfying to Bullard was to live and see President
Truman's integration of the military in 1949, and other legislation
in 1960 to help solve the problems of African-Americans in the
military.

Air Force News Agency : DSN: 945-1281
AFNEWS/IICT 1 (210) 925-1281

203 Norton Street : sysop@afnews.pa.af.mil
Kelly AFB, TX 78241-6105 0 131.13.24 1
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Black man fights for dream

Vivian M. White
Museum Specialist

Eatter's Nete: The feliowing s e first tn &
series of (v articles highighting Minck
Histery Moath.

Eugene Bullard set out to fulfilla
dream at a very early age. He
would not let his dream elude him.
He was determined. Bullard's
dream was to go to France where
his father had repeatedly told him,
“All men are treated os equals.”

Eugene “Gene” Bullard was
born in Columbus, Ga., Oct. 8, 1004,
the seventh of 10 children and the
grandson of a slave. Hia mother
died when he was 5 years old, leav-
Ing his father to work and care for
the tamily.

Gene ran away from home at the
age of 8 after nightriders sought to
lynch his father because of a fight
with a co-worker.

After wandering around the
South for a couple of years doing
whatever he could find to do,
Bullard finally reached Norfolk,
Va., where is boarded a ship as a

y. He was di ed and
put ashore in Aberdeen, Scotiand.

He was now in Europe but still
hundreds of miles from France.
What would a 12-year-old, prac-

* tically broke, do in a strange coun-
try?

He received stares. The Scots
probably had never seen a black
man before, but they were kind to
him. Again he worked at odd joba
from city to city, all the time get~
ting closty .
destination — France.

One of his odd jobas was
somewhat unusual.” In an amuse-
ment park similar to Coney Island,
he found empioyment as a target
for penny-a-ball tossers. .

He would stick his head through
a hole in a large sheet of canvas
and try to duck the tosses. Luckily,
the balls were not very hard and
Gene became extremely agile In
dodging most of them.

By working two days on the -

weekends he earned 20 shillings,
which was eniouth for his keen.

In his spare time he began o
hang around & gymnasium in
Liverpool doing chores for the
owner and the boxers there. It
wasn't long before Gene was in
training to become a boxer
himself.

He was a likable guy and the
other boxers took an interest in
him and taught him all they knew
about boxing. After countiess mon-
ths of boxing and body building, he
moved up to the lightweight class.

At a match in the Liverpool
Stadium, @ professional boxer saw
Bullard fight and was so impreased
that he asked Bullard to accom-
pany him to London as his protege.
Gene didn’t have to be asked twice.

After working & number of mon-
ths in the London boxing clubs, he
was informed it had been arranged
for him to box in the Elysees Mont-
marte. He was going to France at
last.

France appeared to be all he
hoped it would be. When he had o
return to London, he was no longer
content there. Because he coulidn’t
el another boxing match In

France, hw joined a slapstick com-
edy troupe and returned to France.

It wasn’t long after his return
that World War ] erupted. Shocked
by the deaths of 50 many of his
new-found friends in the early days
of the war, Gene decided to
volunteer for the French Foreign
Legion and fight alongside them.

He fought in some of history's
bloodiest battles — Artols, Cham-
pagne, and Verdun. He was wound-
ed twice. He received a leg wound
which hospitalized him, and for a
time the doctors doubted if he
wouk ever be able to walk without
a limp.

But, with Gene’s strong deter-
mination and constant exercising,
it wasn't long before he was able to
discard the cane he'd boen using.

Gene had a lot of time to think
while In the hospital. He knew
there was no question of his return-
G W wil T wosa i R weiny

to return to civilian life.

It was then Bullard decided he
would like to become a pilot.

Some of his friends thought he
was crazy. Whoever had heard of &
black pilot? Through the heip of in-
fluential friends, Gene was
transferred to the French Alr Ser-
vice and began his training.

It wasn't easy, but leamning to fly
was an exhilarating experience.
Bullard could hardly believe it was
possible he had reached that
plateau.

In the clouds he felt free, truly
— free of the bonds of the
earth, and free of » life filled with
prejudices. But these prejudices
were not to be 30 easily eacaped.

Bullard received his pilot’s
license on May 5, 1917, and after
several monthe he still had not
been sent to the tront.

As the week passed, he saw
pilots leave for combat service
who had come after he had. He
suspected there were forces work-
ing against him.

After threatening to write a let-
ter to one of the higher-ranking of-
ficials who had been Instrumental
in getting him into aviation, he
finally recetved orders for the
front.

He learned with great pride he
had been assigned to Escadrille
Spad %3, alongside other top notch
fighter pilots in four other

cet Mg takne G L alenn s
Ceinltlug Nping EPAT S plencs.

Bullard quickly found out that
fighting in the air was not like
fighting in the trenches. Yet day
after day he eagerly awaited the
opportunity to go out and engage
the enemy. He was credited with
shooting down ane enemy alrplane.

After the United States entered
the war, Bullard learned from his
friends that Uncle Sam would ac-
cept all American pllots serving
France and would also advance
them in rank. His imagination ran
wild as he pictured himself In an
American aviator's uniform with

captain’s bars on his shoulders, his
siiver pllots’ wings and & chest full
of decorationa.

His dream was short lived as he
waited while one after another of
his feliow American flyers were
transferred to the United States
Alr Service while no word at all
came for him. He continued to fty
for France until Nov. 11, 1917,
when his flying carear abruptly
came o an end.

To this day, researchers have
been unable to uncover the exact

hcunfed him

reason for his removal from the
rolls of active battle flyers of
France.

Bullard feit his removal came
about because of an incident which
took place one evening in a Paris
nightclub. Being the only black
pilot in the club, he was somewhat
of a curcsity. An officer beckoned
for Bullard. Bullard walked over,
came 1o attention and gave a big
salute. In the French Army all of-
ficers were to acknowledge and
return all salutes.

Eugene Bullard

#hore enurtesty U5, Al Rocen Mussyen

b i

Bullard knew the officer was

folating military regulations.
When the officer questioned him,
be remained st attention without
responding. This infuriated the of-
Hoer.

Finally, Bullard told him he
could not consider him as an of-
ficer until he learned to return a
salute. The officer jumped up and
shouted angrily at Bullard thst he
was unworthy of the decorations he
Was wearing.

'I‘ho‘ enomy cppearad fo be i
‘the same one which had

at homo und

The next thing Bulierd knew, he
was being summoned to the group
doctor and was told he had to be
evacualed.

The enemy appeared to be the
same old one which had haunted
him st home and still followed In
his footsteps overseas, despite all
of his unselfish contributions.

Bullard's career did not end
there. Between wars, he was a
bandleader, restaurant owner and
a member of the French
underground. When the Germans
invaded France, they seized all the

~property he had successfully built,

up. He was forced to flee the coun-
try and eventually returned tlo
America.

Back in the United States, the ag-
ing Bullard found life much less ex-
citing. His back had been injured
while in France and he was unable
to work at heavy labor. He was
proud and would not take a han-
dout.

During the next few years, he
earned money at various jobs —
saleqman, guard at an Army base
in Brooklyn, touring Europe as a
factotum and interpreter for jazz
trumpeter Louis Armstrong, and
working as an elevator operator in
Roc..efelier Center.

At the ‘latter job he met Dave
Garroway and appeared with him
on the oid NBC “Today Show" in
New York City in a 15-minute inter-
view.

Bullard died Oct. 12, 1981, in New
York City. He was 67. For his ser-
vices to France, he received 15
French medals, sll of which are on
display at the Air Force Museum.
Among them are the Croix de
Guerre, Criox de ia France, the
Legion of Honor and the Medaille
de la Somme.

During & speech when he was
presented with the Legion of Honor
he said, *“The United States ia my
mother and I love my mother; but
as [ar as France i8 concerned, she
is my mistress and you love your
mistress more than you iove your
mother — but in a different way.”

Bullard’s medals can be seen at
the Air Force Museumn any week-
day, from 9 am. to 5 p.m.;
weekends, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The museum gift shop also has a
book for sale on the life of Gene
Bullard entitled, '“The Black
Swallow of Death.”
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SERVICE RECORD
Eucene Buitarp, Columbus, Georgia.

Previous SERVICE: 1915-16, Foreign Legion (In-
fantry).

SERVICE IN FRENCH AVIATION:
Date of enlistment: November 15, 1916.
Aviation Schools: November 30, 1916, to August
20, 1917, Cazeaux, Tours,
Avord, G.D.E.
At the Front: Escadrille Spad 93, August 27 to
September 13, 1917.
Escadrille Spad 85. September 13
to November 11, 1917.
Final Rank: Caporal.
Returned to duty with 170th (French) Infan-
try Regiment, January i1, 1918,

DecoraTiONs:
Croix de Guerre, with Star.

EUGENE BULLARD

HE writer will never forget
one occasion when he was
waiting at 23 avenue du Bois
to see Dr. Gros. Suddenly the door
opened to admit a vision of military
splendor such as one does not see twice in a lifetime. It was Eugene Bullard.

His jolly black face shone with a grin of greeting and justifiable vanity.
He wore a pair of tan aviator’s boots which gleamed with a mirror-like luster,
and above them his breeches smote the eye with a dash of vivid scarlet. His
black tunic, excellently cut and set off by a fine figure, was decorated with a
pilot’s badge, a Croix de Guerre, the fourragére of the Foreign Legion, and a
pair of enormous wings, which left no possible doubt, even at a distance of
fifty feet, as to which arm of the Service he adorned. The éleves-pilotes
gasped, the eyes of the neophytes stood out from their heads, and I re-
pressed a strong instinct to stand at attention.

There was scarcely an American at Avord who did not know and like
Bullard. He was a brave, loyal, and thoroughly likable fellow, and when a
quarrel with one of his superiors caused his withdrawal from the Aviation,
there was scarcely an American who did not regret the fact. He was sent to
the 170th French Infantry Regiment in January, 1918, from which date all
trace of him has been lost.
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DISPATCH by CMSgt Wayne L. Fisk
Director, USAF Enlisted
Bullard 1-1-1 Heritage Hall, Gunter AFB AL

After more than seventy years, a black American aviation trailblazer has been
recognized by his country. Corporal Eugene J. Bullard, a native of Columbus,
Georgia, was memorialized 16 November 1988 in a ceremony at Gunter Air Force
Base, Alabama.
Bullard became the world's first black pilot on 15 May 1917 and flew for
France during World War I. A member of the famed Lafayette Flying Corps,
Bullard claimed several aerial victories before he himself was shot down. He
survived the war and lived in France until the Nazi invasion at the beginning
of World War 1II.
A national hero of France, Bullard never received credit and recognition in
this country for his remarkable footprint in aviation history. Better known
are the Tuskegee Airmen of World War II and the legendary Chappie James of
the Vietnam War era.
Now that has changed. 1In a stirring ceremony held at Gunter AFB, Corporal
Eugene Bullard was memorialized through the dedication of an enlisted dorm-—
itory and the unveiling of a painting.
The painting by Niceville, Florida, resident Carl Moore, is the first
definitive work of art on Bullard. Says Moore, "Very rarely does one have
the opportunity to participate in a 'first' of this magnitude. I feel
very privileged to help tell the story of this remarkable man."
Moore, a retired Air Force master sergeant, donated the painting to the
USAF Enlisted Heritage Hall, also located at Gunter. "It's exciting to

realize this painting will be permanently exhibited at Heritage Hall. I
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hope it will serve as an inspiration of Eugene's legacy which is an example
of man's potential in spite of adversity."

Bullard was refused a commission in the Lafayette Escadrille--the reknowned
American flying unit--because of his race. Yet he never gave up his
allegiance to or love for the country of his birth. Says Moore, "While
creating this painting, I kept thinking of the words of Martin Luther King,
Junior--about judging a man by his character, not the color of his skin."”
"It made me realize what a true hero Eugene was—-not only as a warrior but
as a patriot who cherished the best of his country even in the midst of

its worst practices,' Moore stated.

Eugene Bullard passed away in 1961, never recognized by this country for
his contributions. That was until the Air Force and Carl Moore came along.
"These two endeavors [the building dedication and painting] have brought

to light the forgotten story of this black American hero," Moore said.

"Our task now is to perpetuate his legacy--by realizing the worthiness of

blacks and the quality of man."



