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SERGEANT FIRST CLASS HAROLD O. NICHOLLS
Distinguished Service Cross Winner

Air Service -- American Expeditionary Forces

Since the start of recorded history there have always been a select few who do more than
is expected of them by their fellow men. Nowhere has "this been more evident than in the
profession of arms." “*? Service in the Armed Forces of any Nation has its darker, more
dangerous side; sometimes requiring an individual to stand out from the crowd and risk his or
her life at any given moment. The annals of our civilization are replete with many battle
accounts of normal, everyday people who, when required by the circumstances, displayed
incredible feats of valor, courage and devotion to their fellow soldiers. In order to honor these
heroes--men and women who have risen above the ordinary--the evolution of military awards
and decorations "have become as much a part of the history of warfare as the development of
weaponry." “1® The first United States Military Awards can be traced back to the armed
conflict that gave birth to our nation--the American Revolution.

On 7 August 1782, General George Washington created The Badge of Military Merit,
"the first official award ever given to officers and enlisted men without regard to their rank." ¢°%
This "heart-shaped medal of purple cloth edged with a narrow lace...was to be worn over the
heart, and presented to [patriots] who displayed unusual gallantry or extraordinary fidelity" in
the face of supreme danger. ®*'” Despite General Washington's wish that this become a
permanent United States Military Decoration, only three Badges were awarded during the
American Revolution--with all three going to enlisted men. *'¥ By 1785, the Badge of Military

Merit had fallen into disuse. But in 1932, during the 200th anniversary of George Washington's
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birth, General Douglas McArthur directed that this decoration "be revived ...redesignated and re-
named the Purple Heart." ®'® It wasn't until the Civil War, however, that the United States
Government would designate a new military award for valor under arms.
In the early days of the Civil War, the United States Congress created the Medal of
Honor to be "bestowed upon such ...seamen, soldiers and marines as shall distinguish
themselves by their gallantry in action." *'? Since that day in December, 1861, when President
Abraham Lincoln signed this Congressional Act into law, the Medal of Honor has remained our
Nation's highest military award for valor and courage under arms. “*'? It is granted to any
person who, while "serving as an officer or enlisted man [or women] in the Armed Forces of the
United States, shall have dignified himself by [meritorious service] at the risk of his life, above
and beyond the call of duty." ““® But the eloquent wording of both the criteria and citation for
this medal represents only a very small fragment of the honor and prestige that is inherent upon
its award. Rather, it is the memories of the accomplishments, and heroic deeds, of past
recipients that truly establish the Medal of Honor as our Nations highest-ranked and best known
award for extreme heroism in battle. Upon the United States' entrance into tﬁe First World War,
“however, "it became apparent that the Medal of Honor alone was inadequate to recognize the
wide range of military achievement which the war in Europe was witness to." ¢'¥
In order to support the need for a decoration of lesser importance than the Medal of
Honor, President Woodrow Wilson authorized the creation of the Distinguished Service Cross
on 28 December 1917. ®*® This award still stands today as our Nation's second highest award
for valor in combat. Rodger Bender, in his book, 7he Call of Duty, writes that "the degree of
heroism required to be nominated for this award, while of a lesser degree than would justify the

Medal of Honor, must be so extraordinary as to clearly distinguish that soldier from his brothers
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in arms." “%? The act or acts of courage "must have been so notable and have involved risk of
life so extreme as to set the individual apart from his comrades.” **® The Distinguished
Service Cross, together with the Medal of Honor, are the framework for what has come to be
known as our Country's "Pyramid of Honor." “'¥ Even though the United States Air Force
would later establish the Air Force Cross as that organizations' counterpart to the Distinguished
Service Cross, the officers and enlisted airmen of the First World War, were clearly no stranger
to either of these prestigious awards.

The airmen of the American Expeditionary Forces-Air Service were frequent entries on
the roles of Distinguished Service Cross honorees during World War I. The famous flying ace
Eddie Rickenbacker received the award with seven oak leaf clusters. “*” Countless other
pilots--from every State in the Union--were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. Whether
they were fighting aerial duels as members of such groups as the "Lafayette Escadrille" ¢ %°" or
on one of the first bombing raids to augment ground attack operations, ®*'? these airmen
displayed the level of courage that would result in the highest decorations for valor. There were
also several enlisted airmen winners of the Distinguished Service Cross. One of the first, and

| best known, is Sergeant First Class Fred C. Graveline, who as a member of a fixed wing air
squadron greatly distinguished himself under fire. ***> Often overlooked, but just as important
to the allied success, were the struggles and exploits of the airmen who --while flying the great
balloons--were the true "eyes of the artillery.” ¢29
Some of the greatest contributions to the total war effort were made by the American
Expeditionary Forces front-line Balloon Companies. These squadrons were invaluable for
(19:341)

observing enemy movements on the ground as well as for artillery accuracy and placement.

The airmen who took to the sky in balloons were in constant danger from enemy planes and
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hostile artillery attack. In this narrative we will examine the extraordinary exploits and supreme
heroism of one such enlisted airmen, Sergeant First Class Harold O. Nicholls, of the Seventh
Balloon Company, and the events which culminated in his being awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross during the battle of the Argonne Forest. The exploits of the Seventh Balloon
Company and Sergeant First Class Harold Nicholls during the St Mihiel and Argonne Forest
Campaigns--two of the final, decisive battles of the Great War--will be discussed in full. But
first, we need to briefly investigate the state of America's fledgling Air Service during the First
World War, as well as the decisive part the many Balloon Companies played in the final victory.

The use of Air Power as a weapon of war was initiated in Washington, D.C. during the
early years of the fledgling Twentieth Century. There, on 1 August 1907, "in a remote office in
the War Department building, the Aeronautical Division of the United States Signal Corps,
United States Army, was established." ' The orders to create this newest military unit came
down from President Theodore Roosevelt himself. **® The Aeronautical Division was tasked
with organizing and improving the use of the balloon as a fixed observation platform in support
of troop movements and artillery placements. ' Additionally, this new division was directed

to "study the flying machine and the possibility of adapting it to military purposes." (1230
Unfortunately, financial problems proved too ruinous and by the start of the First World War
very few planes, balloons or pilots were on hand. '

On 6 April 1917, the United States of America declared war upon Germany and
American military aviation began the first explosive and painful steps towards becoming a true
power in the sky. Forty-Five Aeronautical Squadrons of both fixed-wing aircraft and balloons
were soon on their way to the battlefield. ©*'> The U.S. Congress voted over 640 million dollars

to maintain a force of 4,500 aircraft and 5,000 pilots at the front by June 1918. @** The
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production of aviation gasoline and castor oil from a hundred thousand newly planted acres was
soon being shipped to the battlefields of Europe. ©*'9 Newspapers and magazines were soon
printing heroic stories of American Aces in acrial combat downing German planes and
observation balloons. By the time of the Armistice, "the Americans were building over 500
planes a week, while engine production was approaching that of Britain and France combined.
@219 Additionally, it was on the front lines of the Great War that the use of balloons by the
United States Army truly came into its own.

The idea of using a balloon to observe the battle field is as old as the device itself; but in
support of the ferocious trench-warfare of the First World War it had no contemporary equal. At
a height of about 4,000 feet, a balloon provided its "observer with a matchless view of the battle
zone and enabled him to collect data that no one else could supply." ®** The balloon observer
was called on to gauge the effect of artillery fire on the enemy, as well as that enemy's every
response with regard to movement and resupply. ® In a tribute to American manufacturing, the
United States produced over 265 balloons for Allied use before the first A. E. F. infantryman had
arrived in Europe. @*” Lee Kennett, in his book, The First Air War: 1914 - 1918, writes that

| “journalists visiting the Western Front ...rarely failed to comment on the long line of observation
balloons suspended above the fighting." ®*» But unfortunately, an observer suspended above the
battlefield directing artillery shells down upon the enemy often found that he had shells fired just
as fervently back upon him.

Life on the battlefield for airmen in the many Balloon Companies of the Air Service--A.
E. F. was not for the faint of heart. American balloons were attacked on 89 occasions, and 43 of
them were burned and destroyed by enemy aircraft. “***®  An additional 9 other balloons were

destroyed by shell fire. ©>*" A. E. F. observers had to jump "from the basket" 116 times, but in
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no case did the parachute fail to open. @*% A trained observer would learn to recognize when
enemy artillery was being directed at his balloon and would order himself to be "rapidly raised
or lowered; knowing that he had perhaps forty seconds to move before the round arrived.” ®*”
In order to promote effectiveness and safety, the US began immense training and equipment
procurement programs immediately after war was declared against Germany. 7®

One of the many Balloon Companies to be formed and trained for use by the American
Expeditionary Forces--Air Service was the Seventh Balloon Company--First Army Corps. ®¥
This, the fourth such American Balloon Company, was organized at Fort Omaha, Nebraska on 4
November 1917. 7% But there was very little time to bring elements of this new team together.
1Lt S.W. Ovitt, writes in the Seventh Balloon Company's Unit History, that "in less than three
months the group had completed its home training and embarked for Europe." *’® Once in
France, the training continued for another four months with instruction in "bagging down
balloons, folding parachutes, map reading on the ground, and particularly map reading and
observing shoots from the air." " By the early Summer months of 1918, preparation for active
service was complete and the Seventh Balloon Company was ready to "enter the lines." 79

The Seventh Balloon Company got its baptism under fire during the months of July -
September 1918 when American forces were first joining their Allies on the battlefields of
Europe. During this period the German High Command launched its last great offensive in an
attempt to force an advantageous end to the war. But with the help of newly arriving American
forces--including many Balloon and Fixed-Wing Squadrons-- the tide was soon turned in favor
of the Allies. The Seventh Balloon Company was attached to the 8th French Army near

Griscourt, France. “*'°2 On 11 August 1918, Sergeant First Class Harold Nicholls--while aloft on

observation duty for French artillery—was attacked and forced to jump when his balloon was



7
burned. He landed safely and reascended as soon as a new balloon was ready. “"*” The
remainder of the Summer months of 1918 saw the Seventh Balloon Company involved in action
with the French Armies all along the allied front lines. But change was in the wind, for General
Pershing was winning his struggle to command and employ the A. E. F. as an army independent
of the French and English forces. 4"

The American Expeditionary Forces--on both Land and Air--under the command of
General John J. Pershing, began what historians have since entitled the Meuse-Argonne
offensive on the moming of 26 September 1918. General Pershing, in his memoirs, Ay
Experiences in the World War, remarked that "to call this [offensive] a battle may be a
misnomer, yet it was a battle, the greatest, the most prolonged in American history. Through
forty-seven days we were engaged in a persistent struggle with the enemy to smash through his
defenses." 1% With nine divisions in line, and all elements of his Air Service, the American
Commander-in-Chief struck at the German lines on the Argonne Forest from the Meuse to the
Suippe river. %% In all, more than 1, 200,000 men, 2,417 guns, 4,214,000 rounds of artillery,
821 airplanes and 15 Balloon Companies (including the Seventh Balloon Company) were

‘engaged in hostilities with the Germans. ****® Unfortunately, casualties approached 120,000
befqre the fighting had ended. General Pershing, remarked that "the loss of observation balloons
was particularly great during the continuous fighting of this great battle--as [they] were
especially good targets for airplanes.” “>**" Through the heaviest fighting of this exceptionally
dangerous campaign, the Seventh Balloon Company was a very visible presence.

The Seventh Balloon Company--which had been the only American unit authorized to
fly a balloon for observation before the battle began--was attached to the Sth Army Corps for the

Battle of the Argonne Forest. “®*¥ On the moming of 26 September 1918, as the offensive
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began, the Company balloon ascended as the eyes of the 37th Artillery Division. But after a
successful start, they were unable to be put aloft for five days due to "exceptionally inclement
weather." 7*® By 1 October the balloons were flying again, with Sergeant Nicholls and the
senior lieutenant, 1Lt Byron Burt, on observation duty. The balloon was immediately attacked--
requiring both men to jump to safety. But with the help of several captured enemy machine
guns, the German planes were driven off and the balloon saved. “*® This feat is even more
remarkable when one considers that "practically every [other] balloon in the [area] was burned
that day." ©'*» Meanwhile, due to illness and battlefield casualties, the officer rolls of the
Seventh Balloon Company were being sadly depleted. "*® As the Battle of the Argonne Forest
continued in its terrible intensity, very junior aviation pilots were being assigned to the various
Balloon Companies as student observers. 7%

The Seventh Balloon Company--even though suffering from a steady loss of command
personnel--continued its work on the front lines as observers for the 32th Division Artillery,
which had recently relieved the 37nd Division near Avocourt, France. “*® In order to "partially
fill [their officer] vacancies at the Seventh Balloon Company, Lieutenant Dasche M.

‘Reeves...was attached to the unit as a student observer.” '™*® On 9 October-as the fighting
continued unabated in its ferocity--Sergeant Harold Nicholls accompanied Lieutenant Reeves on
his initial flight as an observer. The balloon was subsequently attacked by German airplanes
firing incendiary bullets. Even though the air was full of live fire and enemy aircraft, Sergeant
Nicholls continued his observation duties until his balloon started to burn. He forced the student
observer, Lt. Reeves to jump first. With hostile fire from the German planes and the flames of
the balloon burning faster and higher, Sergeant Nicholls refused to jump until he was sure that

his newly arrived student observer had a chance to reach the ground alive. Finally--at the last
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possible moment--he jumped; clearing the basket of his burning balloon, Sergeant Nicholls
parachuted to safety. ‘¥
For his heroic actions that October day in 1918, Sergeant First Class Harold Nicholls of
the Seventh Balloon Company, Air Service-A. E. F. was awarded the Distinguished Service

" (1:29) it was

Cross. “*” Even though his citation reads, "for repeated acts of heroism in action,
his willingness to sacrifice himself to save a newly arrived student observer that won him the
highest respect and admiration of his fellow soldiers with the Air Service. ‘" It will stand as
further testimonial to his accomplishments that--even though the many battles of the Great War
were of incredible intensity and danger--only 15 members of the 446 officers and 6,365 enlisted
airmen @38 that constituted the Balloon Section of the American Expeditionary Forces were
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in battle. ‘7**® Sergeant
Nicholls was the only enlisted airmen of the A. E. F.'s Balloon Companies to be so honored.
At the time of Sergeant Nicholls extraordinary actions during that October in 1918, the

First World War was coming to an end. The German ability to wage war was coming
unravelled. Their fleet had mutinied, and similar symptoms were increasing within the Army.

‘Revolution was threatening in Germany itself. “***» On 9 November 1918, "the Kaiser was
forced to abdicate, and on the following day the German armistice delegation was instructed to
sign whatever terms were offered." @'**®  Finally--at 11:00 hours on 11 November 1918--it was
all over, what politicians would soon call the Great War was finished. But almost immediately,
"historians began to debate the how and why it all came about." ©2'7

One idea upon which most historians do agree, however, is that the First World War

guaranteed the future of military aviation. ®#9 The heroic airmen of this conflict seemed to

develop a kind of emotional partnership with their flying machines. The use of airplanes to
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support ground operations by the army--and to bomb advancing enemy formations--was totally
new, and led to military planning in a new dimension. The airmen of the Great War "found
themselves lionized; while everyone tried to forget the trenches, the air war lived on in song and
story." ®#® Even though these new American heros were almost exclusively pilots, there were
many gallant exploits by those early airmen who braved the war torn skies in Balloons.

The formidable accomplishments of the A. E. F. Air Service--Balloon Companies have
begun to fade into the fabric of history. Their valuable aid in assisting the powerful allied
artillery was crucial to the final victory over Germany. Balloon observers reporting on enemy
movements saved countless American lives. Without a doubt, the iron courage and steadfast
resolve of the men who went aloft in their balloons--facing unprecedented danger--must never be
forgotten. Airmen like Sergeant First Class Harold Nicholls, were a truly courageous breed of
men who, in the service of their Nation, continue to be a source of honor and pride to their

countrymen and fellow soldiers.

SMSgt Danny K. Phipps
“SNCOA Class 95-D
Seminar 02
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by ROYAL D. FREY
US Air Forcoe Musoum

While in his late teens Lambert
moved to Buffalo, N.Y., to work as
. a chemist in the laboratory of the
. Lackawanna Stcel Company. Dur-
ing this period Glenn Curtiss opened
flying school in th? area and Lam-
bert began' hanging around the air- -
fteld Curtiss, pilots gradually - got
Jused to his visits and, because of his
Intense interest in airplanes, Lambert
nally was given a free ride. . . - <
1915:f’Lambcrt decided to. get:
{ af,tWtu' I, and went .to. .
tillery;, When the recruxting of-
erican had been working in a .
b as' chemist in a
m at Nobcl Ontario,
tyvice: ‘what he Was mnking at Buffulo,
i ¢ much less, Lambert 'accepted. .~
! o; 916, Lambert read|in a newspaper.
Iiish] Rctyal Flylng Corps was: establishing a-
a recruit/and train flyers in Canada, He went '
for [un lntcrview. was ucccpted and slgncd
g {or duty early In.1917; he was sent to '
ql at tg e Unlversity of Toronlo, " 0 -
dirgiel was opened at Long Branch on the
Totonto, Lambert/'was sent %o it for flight
t xq three weeks Camp Borden ‘was opened
“transférred to the newer lacllity. After his
i Cg puck,” the Canadian-built version of -
/% “Jendy,” Lambert. took: the instructor’s
Jeseronto and instructed for: a- month. He
3701 er;‘ for overseas, arnvmg m England in;
'nt to Stockbndgc outuidc London
n Avro  504s, quwnth ‘Pups and
1! Spady. One “daylhe saw! aismall airplane .
the ramp. He inspected it carcfully, climbed '
kpit, and felt that the “plane fit him perfect- ,
s ptlot came out tojsec: what was going on, ’

of hls ‘enthusiasm Lambc.rt was gnven permis- .
the S.E. 5A up for a short, flight. In 15 min- -
lin lovc w:th thc plane. and thought it -
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supcrxo to anythlng he
: hrough its ‘paces:and go;i
fkviﬁh his kil that he wes

riext i}
‘When he was ordered td repoft; i
“_ka{nbert jhad not even’iuen
fired any, ‘nerdal ginnery, :
‘Because ‘of heavy cbmb
he RFC‘ had ust.
HV¢

1918, Hg and three otier pi
This delighted Lambert] No,

ith S.E./5A aircraft
thesf

enemy kept:advandln
.ron| occupied : four différe
ql‘f the ground during this
gnally settled at an aerodrdm
eaﬂr Abbeville, Lambert|

2, Squadron, which.
narrowest escape ce}me while |
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This photograph o(/ﬁfC pilot Lambert is the only one in axistence that shows the daring American
pllot with the S.E5A, lambert numed the plane "Babe’ for a glrl friend who lived In Ohio.

i
l
how he muanaged to get his S.E. 5A!
off the ground and back to Conte-!
vilie. But he remembers no part ol
the flight.

Shortly after returning to Conle-
ville, Lambert discovered he was
bleeding from one of his cars. He
was sent immediately to a British
General  Hospital at Dieppe, and
then transferred (o a hospital in Lon-
don. Because he was in i coma pric-
tically all the time, he never learn
ed what his illness was o what
caused his condition.

His combat days were over, But

'

Called 1o aciive duty in Army Ale Corpa during
World War 11, Capt. Lamberl wote RFC wings.

during the few months Lambert was
in combat, he chalked up a most im-
pressive score,

According to Mr. W, I, Taunton
of the Royal Air Foree Air Historical
Branch, Lambert was credited with
I8 1/2 cnemy airplancs (primarily
Albatros D.Vs) and 2 enemy bai-
loons Tor a total of 20 1/2 victorics.
He forced another plane to land
dumaged, and shared in the destruc-
tion of three balloons on May 30,
1918. But because of the sparsity
of official records, precise credits
could not be! awarded to Lambert
as anindividunl pilot. With a mini-
mum of 20 1/2 official victories, he
ranks  high among  our nation’s
“preats”™ of World War 1. Ricken-
backer with 26, Rosevear with 23,
Luke with 18, and Lufbery with 17,

Lambert was released  from the

i

|

hospital in London in October 1918
and’ given permission to return 1o
Ironton, Ohio, to recuperate. When-
the ‘war ended on November 11,
VIR, he decided there was no use
to return to England. Strangely, the
RAF did not object. Lambert con-
tinued Lo receive his military  pay
until September 1921 when he re-
ceived a letter releasing him,

In 1919 Lambert was ordered to
the British Embassy in Washington
o reccive the Britsh Distinpuished
Flying Cross. Actually, the DEC had
been awarded o him in duly 1918,
and he had been told 1o aeport 1o
Buckingham Palace to receive it in
person from King George V. Not
wishing to expose himself to a nerve-

Colonel,

Kesorve os o LI
tamber! now lives in Ohio, shuns publicity.

Kethred  from AT

rucﬁing expericnee because of the
presence of British royalty, Lambert
simply did not show up. But, he only
delayed the inevitable. Upon arriv-
ing lat the British Embassy in 1919
he was presented the award by the
Prince of Walcs.

! Lambert became a barnstormer in
1919, Legally he was still a member
of the RAL, Flying Curtiss *Jennies”
around the country—sometimes with
the | renowned  Fddie  Stinson—he
was; able to remain with his lirst
love, aviation. The next year he
found a new love—and marricd
hert At her insistence Lambert gave
up flying and settled down. But he
served in the Air Corps Reserve dur-
ing ithe 1920s and 30s, whilc carn-
ing his living as an automobile sales-
man and appliance store owner.,

When World War 11 began Lam-

1 The Alrman




i . i |
bert felt the old urge o get into nc-
tion. In 1940 he again went to Can-
ada, this time to join the Royal Ca-
nadian - Air Foree. He passed  his
physical, even qualified for mllllary
flying. But he had been o captain in
the RAF in 1918 and the RCAF
wanted to sign him up one grudc
lower, Lambert declined,

In September 1942 Lambert was
salled to active duty as a cuptain
with the Army Air Forces, Not able
to qualify for flying, he was assigned
as engineering officer at Rome Air
Base, N.Y. Wearing his RFC wings
and British DIFC on his left breast,
he was the object of much dlscuq—
sion, particularly when there was a
visiting RAF dignitary on lmqq He

1 |
[
i

tricd hard, but could never get an

overseas assignment. He finished out
his service as a major, still in the
States, He was released from active
duty in August 1946,

Returning to civilian life, Lambert
remained in the Air Force Reserve
until August 18, 1954, when he re-
tired ot the nge of ()() as a licuten-
unt colonel,

During the years since 1918,
Lambert  seldom  mentioned  hiy
World War 1 record. Few people,
even in his hometown, had any idea
of the significunce of his achicve-
memts as u combat pilot. He never
asked for, or expected, plaudits, He
was modest about what he had done
~—ceven unimpressed,

Only in recent years have others

finally convinced him that he did in-
deed score a remarkable record dur-
ing World War 1. In response to
their urging, he has finally begun
work on a book to describe in detail
his days in the RFC and in particu-
lar, No, 24 RAF Squadron, In talk-
ing with him, one fecly that he would
much rather have been left alone to
live out his remaining years in the
relative solitude and serenity of the
hills of southern Ohio,

But history will not let him silently
pass, Today he is reliving in print
the days when Fokker D.VIIs try to
roll away from the hail of the bullets

spewing from his 8.2, SA—only to -
end up as statistics. O

i

WHO

IS

THIS
RIRMAN?

She's a pioneer in ncrospilcc nursing; an au-
thority on bioastronauticy; und a veteran of
several space launches, ;

Air Force nursing Is Her, profession — her
life — her ambition, ‘

In fact, since she graduated from high school,
this airman’s entire world; has revolved around
nursing. Now her potentinl patients revolve around
the world, and she looks foyward to the day when
she and her co-workers may do the same,

This airman staunchly [believes that “within
20 years we will huve orbiting space hospitals
and - dispensaries.”  Her  present  duties  chable
her to work toward that goal, |

One of the first Air Force nurses assigned to
the Bioastronautic Operationn! Support. Unit at

Cape Kennedy AFS, Fli, ishe and ber co-
workers stood ready to render emergency medi-
cal assistance throughout | the Project Gemini
launches, Moreover, they cxpccl to do the same
for the Apollo program., ;

Arriving at the Cape in | August 1963, she

became  Charge Nurse for the  Intensive Care
Unit there,

Envisioning the role of the nurse in the acro-
spitce program, - this airman  initiated and  de-
veloped @ curricutum for the formalized, §2-
week special course inacrospace nursing now
being conducted at Cape Kennedy AFS. She be-
came the first supervisor of the course, It’s the
first such training of its kind in the Free Workd
—it graduate program  designed  to  prepare

nurses for duty with the acrospace medical team

supporting m.mnul spnce  flight and  research,

She has also Written several papers, brochures
and information, sheets on  aerospace nursing,
and she was technical advisor for the novel,
Acrospace Nursing.

Prior to entering the US Air Force Nurse
Corps in 1957, this airman worked as a private
duty nurse, sciénce instructor and educational
dircctor in Wnlkcs-lhrrc Harrisburg and Phila-
delphin, Pa. She was o missionary nurse in
Goiann, Goins, Brazil from 1955-56 and  was
clinical instructor at the Wilmington, Del.,, Me-
morial Hospital from 1956-57,

Her military medical duties began at F. E,
Warren AFB, Wyo, She was a Charge Nurse in
the Pediatric Ward at Tachikawa AB, Japan,
from 1958-60 and worked with Det. 504 of the
3505th USAF Recruiting Group in Michigan,
Indiana and Mlinois from 1960-63,

Readers of Tur AIRMAN first met this “ris-
ing star in acrospace” in the June 1967 issuc of
the magazine. Her identity and latest  portrait
are on page 47, |
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AN APPRECIATION

AN

}bé . BY MAJOR-GENERAL CLARENCE R. EDWARDS

o

‘93 HIS Divsion is unique in that it was the first division fully

:g;} organized under the American flag. The new divisional organiza-

W tion in the American Army, as proved _in the severest war in history,

éﬁ was the greatest tactical power known; its organization showed a fore-
5 thought and imagination to make it equal to anything that might obtain

@  either in trench warfare or in the characteristic use of American troops,

ég open warfare. It had a carrying-on power greater than that of the

# divisional organization of any other power.

* The Yankee Division was never concentrated in America; it gained

% s training tn France, but was concentrated for the first time in the
ig\g presence of the enemy on the Chemin-des-Dames. It made the first
gt successful American raid into enemy territory. It received and with-
.5,5 stood the first attacks of the Boche. It went into the line on the 6th of
3 February, 1918, and except for a period of ten days’ training, in the
absorption of about siz thousand replacements, it was continuously

*5 engaged up until the armistice. It saw desperately hard service. During
% this period leaves or furloughs were not granted.
%‘\) It was one of the pioneer divisions and it had unusual handicaps,

but its morale and the capitalization of the traditions of the localities
from which it came gave it an esprit second to no other division on the
Western Front.

It was not a National Guard division, nor a Regular nor a National
Army division; it was a division of the Army of the United States,
contemplated by the order of the President abolishing all discriminations
of origin. . _

The relations of interest and respect between its officers and men
were happy and typically American. The lessons from the record of
the 26th Division and the factor it was in this war should be of great
value to this country in working out an intelligent system of defense.
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58 HISTORY OF THE TWENTY-SIXTH DIVISION

tenant, it wasn’t the way they taught me back in the training camp in the States.
I just fought, that’s all.” ‘

The 104th Infantry in its first battle proved the sterling worth of the American
soldier, and it was the talk all over the American Expeditionary Forces. For their
gallant conduct the regiment was cited and their flag was decorated by the com-
manding general of the 32d Corps d’Armee, General Passaga, being the first
American colors ever to be decorated by a foreign power, along with over one
hundred sixty-seven officers and men who received the Croix de Guerre with
citation to the Corps.

A very amusing incident occurred during this decoration. One of the men
who had fought gallantly throughout the battle fainted just as the French general
started to pin the decoration on him.

Decoration ceremonies, especially where a regiment is a guard of honor, are
very difficult things to cover with one camera. At a ceremony on the Chemin-
des-Dames we were told to be very sure to photograph the French colonel as he
galloped down in front of the troops. We did not have much time and rushed
across the field to get to a vantage point. As I placed my camera, I noticed that
in the march across the field, the handle had fallen off. My entire detachment
scurried back across the field, searching madly like a lot of rabbit dogs, much to
the amusement of the troops. Out of the corner of my eye, I could see the French
colonel getting ready to mount. Fortunately, Charlie Painter, who was in the
lead, stumbled over the crank. He held it up high and we all retreated back to
the camera. Charlie reached there as soon as we, and just‘as the colonel started
down the long line I was ready.

At the aviation field in Toul the 94th Aero Squadron made their headquarters.
T went over and was very much pleased to find a lot of my old friends whom I
had met at Issoudon, including Eddy Rickenbacker, Jimmy Meissner, Doug
Campbell, Alan Winslow and a number of other American-trained aviators.
This was the first squadron to be sent to the front. At that time it was in com-
mand of Major Huffer, who had been born in Paris, of American parents, but had
never been to America. Major Huffer had been with the Lafayette Escadrille,
his right-hand man at that time being Major Raoul Lufbery. I stayed to luncheon
with the boys, and, after eating, I went back to headquarters. I had no more than
arrived when I received a telephone message to come over at once. Two German
aviators tried to fly over the field and were immediately brought down by Douglas
Campbell and Alan Winslow, which was first blood for the squadron. In two or
three days I photographed the boys receiving the Croix de Guerre.

I shall always remember the luncheon I had with Major Lufbery on the Friday
before he was killed. He never talked aviation or his exploits, but that day he
mentioned the fact, referring to a boy that had gone down in flames, that if he was

ever in flames he would jump. That afternoon I photographed him in front of his -

plane. The following Sunday afternoon they received word at the field that there
was a Boche plane coming toward Toul. The flight on duty started up and they
had hardly reached a good height when the Boche plane was seen over Toul.
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It fell down out of control and every one thought it had been hit by the archy.
It narrowly escaped hitting a building, but righted and started to zoom up. A
lieutenant told me, who was standing on the balcony of the Comedie Hotel in Toul,
that it was so low he could have hit it with an orange. The flight did not see the
Boche, but Lufbery went up after him alone. He was on the German’s trail chasing
him hard toward Germany, when presently a puff of smoke was seen in Lufbery’s
plane. The plane stalled. He climbed out and jumped, evidently trying to reach
the river running under it, but instead landed on a picket fence near the home of a
French peasant. When Major Huffer went after his body the French people had
moved it to the mairie and completely covered it with wild flowers. They brought
down the German just as he reached the lines and found there had been a gunner
lying down in the fusilage who had fired the bullet. Several days later, I made
the picture of Lufbery’s funeral.

Mr. Griffith with his wonderful war pictures, as it is Not fought, has educated
the public to such a degree that we felt we might at this juncture satisfy them,
and tried to get the spectacular, but the modern warfare makers did not take into
consideration the photographer. From the writer’s experiences modern warfare
is a game of hide-and-seek. To illustrate how difficult war photography is, I will
relate an incident which occurred in the Toul sector. We were shelled out of
our billet one morning, and, learning that there was an attack being made by
shock troops on Xivray-Marvoisin, we started out and got as far as Broussey
over roads which were constantly being shelled. Arriving at Broussey, I divided
my unit, sending Sergeant Eikleberry and two men on foot, and with Private
Painter, the still photographer, driving the motorcycle, we started for Ram-
bucourt with the intention of entering the trenches at this point. The road
between Broussey and Rambucourt is on the crest of a hill in full view of Mont
Sec from which point the enemy had direct observation of every road in our sector.
As we neared our objective, five or six shells fell in the cross road ahead of us.
We stopped, thinking this would make a good picture and set up the camera

“awaiting the next salvo. It did not come, but we could see shells bursting in the

road ahead of us. Presently four gas shells fell in a box around us. Instantly
we got our gas masks on and I signalled Painter we had better clear out. We
had gone but a short distance when, hearing a crash, I turned around and saw
the ground on which we had been standing torn up by a shell. We did not think
at the time we were receiving personal attention from the Boche battery, but
we were told later that the enemy was keeping everything off that particular road.
The only thing for us to do was to go back over it. I sent Sergeant Eikleberry
and Private Painter with the motorcycle back through the woods to Beaumont,
with instructions to work down to meet us. We started walking back down the
road fifty yards apart. On nearing Rambucourt we saw shells falling in Beau-
mont — nine hundred were fired into this town within a few minutes. I judged
that Sergeant Eikleberry had just about time to get into the edge of the town
and felt sure that he would get the finest pictures ever made of a town being
shelled. It was a wonderful sight for us, but too far away for us to photograph.
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Carrying Casket from Bier to Hearse — Funeral of Major Raoul Lufberry, 94th Aero Pursuit Squadron,
the American Ace, killed Sunday, May 19, 1918, Evacuation Hospital No. 1, near Toul, France.

- hed

Interior of Red Cross Evacuation Hospital No. 1, in which lay the body of Major Raoul Lufberry, the
American Ace, killed near Toul, Sunday, May 19, 1918. 94th Aero Pursuit Squadron, Toul, France.
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Licutenant-Colonel S. T. Mackall.G-2, in consultation at his office, Headquarters 26th Division. Boucq,
France, May 11, 1918.

-
4
'
{
i ‘
i i
F ]
|
Major-General Clarence R. Edwards, Commanding 26th Division, paying last respects to Major Raoul a
i Lufberry. Funeral of Major Raoul Lufberry, 94th Aero Pursuit Squadron, near Toul, France, May 20, 1918. el

Major Lufberry, the American ace, was killed Sunday, May 19, 1918,
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Germans firing at American Observation Balloon, 26th Division Front, France, July 22, 1918,

Suly 2”M169nll§>ers of Engineers’ Corps removing dead Americans after the Germans Retreated. Vaux, France,
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THE SIGNING OF
THE ARMISTICE
AND THE FOREST GLADE

4

The Situation in October 1918

« After the offensive which they had launched on 18th July,
the Allied Forces were able to pursue their attack and to plan
the Dbattle for reaching and crossing the Rhine by exploiting
the disorganisaticn of the enemy forces ». (Marszhal Foch),

On 6th October, through the medium of the Swiss Government
and its Minister in Berne, the German Government, on the
initiative of Prince Max of Baden, the Imperial Chancellor,
addresse¢ a note tc President Wilson, urging him to inform all
the belligerants of the military situation and to invite them
to send plenipotentiaries for the purpose of starting negotiations.

Germany’s position had changed considerably during the last
two months.

General Ludendorf, Quartemaster General of the Armed Forces,
admitted that his last reserves were exhausted, that his troops
were worn out an cemoralized and that it was necessary to take
the first favourabie opportunity to sue for peace. The operation
of tanks and the arrival of American reinforcements rendered
impossible any further struggle. They were forced to negotiate.

_—3 —




In Germany, the people were starving, disturbances were
breaking out everywhere, the Emperor was being asked to abdicate.

The Government, sharing Ludendorf’s 6pinion, urged the need
for an Armistice on land and sea and in the air.

On the French sice, as early as 8th Octoker, Marshal Foch
was making a rough draft of the terms to be imposed upon
the enemy. There could be no question of putting an end to
hostilities without having liberated the invaded countries (Belgium,
Alsace-Lorraine, Luxembourg), and obtained some guarantee of
reparations and the surrender of war material and railway stock.

On 12th October, Prince Max of Baden hastened to inform
Washington that he accepted the proposals made by President
Wilson.

But on 16th October, Marshal Foch insisted on his privileges
as Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Forces — which entitled
him ton appoint the government's advisers after consultation with
the Commanders-in-Chief of the French, British and American
Foreces,

President Wilson’s 14 points were not therefore discarded,
but Marshal Foch retained all his responsibilities as Commander-
in-Chief,

On 24th October the Marshal ha¢ ar interview with Clemen-
ceau, the Prime Minister. Verbal agreements were drawn up,
taking into consideration the progress made by the Armed Forces
since 8th October, the date of the opening of the negociations.

The next day, 25th October, there ‘'was a meeting of the
Commanders-in-Chiet at the Senlis Headquarters to examine the
military situation and the conditions to be imposed (withdrawal
of the German troops, war material to be surrendered).

On 31st October there was a meeting of the Allie¢d Heads
cf Government in the office of Colonel House, the representative
of President Wilson and on the same day took place the first
plenary session of the Supreme Council of War at Versailles.

On the 4th of November, the Armistice terms were examined,

The Supreme Council of War consisted of nine plenipoten-
tiaries : France, Great-Britain, Italy, United States, Japan, Belgium,
Serbia, Greece, Czecho-Slovakia,

They were supported by the Chiefs of staff and varions
distinguished perscns.

On 4th November, at a full meeting, the final text cf the
Armistice decidecr upon by the Allied Heads of Government was
read out. It was immediately cabled to President Wilson.

Such were the preliminaries to the meeting in the Forest
of Compiégne. :




THE GERMAN PLENIPOTENTIARIES
CROSS THE LINES

On 5th November, the day after the plenary session at
Versailles, orders were given for the reception of the German
bearers of the flag of truce. Their train was shunted towards
the front line of the army under Debeney’'s command on the axis
Givet-La Capelle-Guise,

During the night of 6th November-Tth November the German
High Command announced the names of the plenipotentiaries as
follows :

The Minister of State Krzberger, Prezicent,
Major-General Von Winterfeldt,
The Minister Plenipotentiary Count Oberndorff,

Captain Vanselow,

in addition to whom were Captain Geyer of the General Staft
and Captain Von Helldorff, interpreter.

At the same time, the Germans asked for a temporary truce
which was granted only along the Fourmies-La Capelle road.
This gave rise to some misapprehension. Some German soldiers
came out of their trenches and said: « Comrades, war finished ».
Officers and other ranks carrying flags wanted to enter our lines
in crder to « shake hands with their brave French adversaries ».
Civilians who had been marched off by the Germans began to
come back home singing,

Let us hear what General Weygand has to say : « Night has
fallen, the weather is awful ,although a drizzle is falling, it is
« unable to dispel a rather thick fog. Finalliy at 8 p. m. the
sentries can see a halo of light and hear a few notes of the
trumpet call « Cease Fire », A few seconds later a convoy
« of car moving very fast appears on the road, with their
« headlights on. On the front of the first one, a large white
« flag locms up out of the darkness. Standing on the running-
« boar(, a trumpeter keeps on blowing his call. Someone motions
« the cars to stop. A young 25 year old captain comes forward.
« He is Captain Lhuillier commanding the batallion of the 171st
« infantry regiment. He identifies the bearers of the flag of truce
« and gets into the first of the five cars. On the running-board,
« corporal-bugler Sellier has taken the place of the German
« trumpeter and they start moving again in the direction of
« La Capelle. The bugler sounds the « Attention » which our
« « poilus » look at the result of four years of fighting and
« suffering ». (11th November, Page 24). :

P
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A drawing by Georges Scott published in « L’Illustration »,
has popularizec this arrival of the plenipotentiaries,
What was happening at the same time on the French side ”




AT FOCH’S GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

On 7th November, Marshall Foch, accompanied by General
Weygand, Major Riedirger, Captain de Mierry, and the officer-
interpreter Laperche, left Senlis with the British delegation leac
by Admiral Wemyss, First Lord of the Admiralty.

Senlis, being the Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief,
woul¢i normally have been the place to which envoys suing for
2. cease-fire would have been directed.

But Senlis was near the capital and the town would have
been invaded by sightzeers from all countries. Moreover, Senlis
had been shamefully treated by the German Army in 1814, The
mayor and some innocent hostages had been shot. The inhabitants
could certainly not have restrained their rightful indignation.

The Marshal’'s carriage hac been fitted up as an office by
the Wagon-Lits Company shortly before 11th November, It was
in the forest of Compiégne that the carriage bearing the number
2419 D was used az an office for the first time. It was destined
to be used again for the interviews at Tréves on 16th December
1918, and 16th January and 13th February 1919.

The solitude of the forest of Compiégne was to ensure not
only calmness, silence and isolation, but also the respect of the
defeated enemy on 11th November.

ON THE WAY TO RETHONDES

Let us now take our thoughts back to the German plenipo-
tentiaries who had stopped at Haudroy. Immediately afterwarcs
they were taken to La Capelle, to the Villa Paques, where they
were received by Major de Bourbon-Busset and Major Ducornez.
General von Winterfeldt, former military attaché at the German
Embassy in Paris, introduced the members of the delegation,

The. members of the delegation were invited to leave at
that spol their cars decorate¢ with the imperial eagle, which
they would find again on their return journey. They were then
requested to get into some French cars.

They left La Capelle, and the journey became difficult as
the road was rough and full of pot-holes.

At length they arrived at Hombliéres, near Saint Quentin,
where General Debeney, commander of the First French Army,
received the Germans in a ruined and devastatec presbytery.

The photograph on the opposite page was taken on 1lth
November 1818, at 7.30 a. m._ just as Marshal Foch was leaving
for Paris to submit io the French Government the text cf
the Armistice,

1, Marshal Foch, 5. Captain Marriott.
2. Amiral Sir R. Wemyss, 6. General Desticker.
3. General Weygand. 7. Captain of Mierry,
4. Contre-amiral G. Hope. Commander Riedinger,

9. Officer-Interpréte Laperche.

— 6 —
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) A simple meal was served with bread and wine in military
fashion,

They started out again for Tergnier where a train was waiting
for the Germans. They arrived about 3 o’clock in the morning.
The town was in ruins, and the spectacle which it presented
impressed the Germans. « The station was lit by torches. On the
platform a smart company of riflemen presented arms in a fairy-
land setting » (General Weygand).

The saloon-car on the plenipotentiaries’ train was that once
used by Napoleon III and was draped in green satin with the
monogram N and crown,

Their train left for an unknown destination. The night was
pitch-block, and the carriage windows had been screened.

On 8th November, at 7 a. m., the train stopped. The occupants
wondered where, Through the wincows which now been uncovered
they saw, in the words of Commandant de Bourbon-Busset, nothing
but 2 marshy coppice, grey weather, a sky covered with lowlying
rain-clouds.

A few yards away stood another train wrapt in mist. A
gendarme disclosed the secret: they were in the forest of-
Compiégne,

The Marshal's train and that of the Germanz were connected
by e cuckboard which would have to be used in order to go from
one to the other, for the ground was so had underfoot.

The two trains were shunted on to two sectiong of railway
track which had come from Rethondes station. These sections of
line were spurs of railway track intended for heavy artillery
when firing in the direction of Noyon, -

Shortly after their arrival, Marshal Foch sent word to the
plenipotentiaries that he would sec them in his train at 9 a. m.
The negotiations were about to begin, Capitulation would have
to be the result, otherwise it might mean invasion starting with
an offensive which would be launched in six days’ time on the
Lorraine front by General de Castelnau,




In Marshal Foch’s
carriage-office

When the plenipctentiaries had entered, Mar:hal Foch made
his entry anc saluted. Mr, Erzberger introduced the members of
the German mission, and Marshal Foch in his turn introduced
the cfficers who accompanie¢ him :

The First Lord of the Admiralty, Sir Rosslyn Wemyss,
The English Rear-Admiral Hope,
and the Chief of Staif, General Weygand.
Mr., Erberger showed his credentials and the Marshal retired
into the next compartment to examine them.

He came back shortly afterwards and invited the four German
relegates to take their seats.at one of the long sides of the
table. At the two short sitizs of the table sat two officer-secre-
taries : Captain von Helldorf and the Interpreter-Officer Laperche.

The following is a vivid description of the interview as it
happened in.rea} life and according to the brochure: « How the
Armistice- was signed », conzislent, moreover, wtih the account
given in the Memoires of Marshal Foch and in General Weygand's
beok :

Th. Marshal (coldly) : I have no proposals to give you.

Obendorff (intervening) : We wish to enquire into the condi-
tions under which the Allies would agree to an Armistice,

The Marshel : I have no conditicns to make.
Erzberger (diffidently) . However, President Wilson..,

The Marshal (sharply) : I am here to answer you if you ask
for an armistice. Do you ask for an armistice? If ysu co, I can
acquaint you with the conditions under which it will be obtained.

Erzberger and Oberdorff Itogcthery : la,

General Weygano reads out the text proposed by the Allied
Governmants.

Erzbergyer : May 1 communicate these proposals to my
Government ?

—
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The Marshal : You may send them by special courrier.

Erzberyer @ Because cf the difficulties in communications,
I request that the time allowed for a reply limited to seventy-two ;
uonrs, be cxtended by twenty-four hours, :

The Murshal : The period c¢f seventy two hours has been
determined by the Alliect Governments, it will be adhered to.
I zhall expect your answer by 11 a. m. (French time),

During this conversation, the Marsha] remained as still as
a statue, the Inglish Admiral played with his monocle, anZ the
Ger xans were depressed and dismayed.

During the meeting which lasted three quarters of an hour,
Gereral Weygand read out the chief clauses of the Armirctice
terms as they had been desided upon at Versailles on 4th
Novembe:.

After the rcading of the clauses, Mr, Erzberger had asked
for the cessaticn of military operations. But the Marshal refused
as long as the German delegation had not accepted the terms
laid down.” He again refuzed when General von Wainterfelcit
intervened,

In the face »f this refusal, the Germans requested that a
German messenger should be sent to Spa with the text of the
Armistice terms.

Captain von Hellsdorff left for Spa at 1 p. m. He experienced
great difficulty in crossing the German lines and .throughout his
journey. By the time he arrived, important events had taken
place : The Emperor had abdicated, and the reins of government
had beer entruszted to the hands of Deputy Ebert.

The Repuklic was proclaimed.

In the afternocon of 8th November, Count Oberndorff, General
von Winterfeldt and Captain Vanselow had private talks with
General Weygand and Admiral Hope with the purpose ¢f obtaining
for the German relegates certain explanatory statements.

On 9th November, the Germans submitted some observations
regarcing the Armistice terms,

But Marshal Foch remained firm, On the same day, while
the talks were still in progress, he sent to the Army Commanders
the telegram N° 5828 :

« The enemy disorganized by our renewed attacks is giving
way along ‘the whole front. It is important to maintain and
to accelerate our operations I appeal to the energy and initiative
of the Commander-in-Chief and their armies to make the results
obtained decisive ». - : A

. The armistice talks Went on by exchange of notes throughout
the 10th, . . :




‘At last, between 7 and 8§ p. m., two messages N¢ 3084 (the
figure acdopted to show their authenticity) came in by radio :

« 1. The German Government accepts the armistice terms
imposed on 8th November ; :

-« 2. The Under-Secretary of State Erzberger is authorized
to sign the Armistice »,

At last about 9 p. m. there came a very long telegram in
cipher from Marshal von Hindenburg and the Germans asked for
time to decipher it,

Marshal von Hindenburg urged that « as soon as the signing
had been completed, it was important, in order to save human
lives, to bring about the cessation of hostilities without delay ».

Such was the atmosphére in wich the interview of 11th
November was about to open. .

THE LAST INTERVIEW : 11 NOVEMBER

At 2.05 a. m., the Germans announcec that they were ready
tc attend the meeting. They where at once shown into the Marshal's
carriage, and the session opened at 2.1 a m.

General Weygand read the final text of the ‘armistice terms.

It consisted of twenty four articles specifying particularly the
cessation of hostilities six hours after the signing of the armistice,
the evacuation of the invaded countries, the restoration of Alsace
and Lorraine, the surrender of war material, guns, minenwerfer,
aeroplanes, machine-guns, railway rolling-stock, the occupation
of the bridge-heads on the Rhine, the repatriation of prisonners,
ete..,

The duration of the Armistice was thirty-six cays.

On 11th November, at 510 a. m., after three hours of expla-
nation, the Germans agreed to sign. The Marshal was the first
to sign.

At 7 a. m., the Marshal, bearer of the Armistice agreement,
left for Paris.

At 11 a. m., the « Cease-fire » was sounded on the front,
this time for good. Blood had ceased to flow,

At 1130 a. m., the Germans left the Forest of Compiegne
for Tergnier where they pickes up their cars again.

11th NOVEMBER IN PARIS

Early in the morning in Paris the rumour spread that the
Marshal was there in person. His car was surrounded by the crowd
who cheered him as he madd his way to the rue Saint-Dominique
in crder to @eliver to Clemenceau, the Prime Minister, the text
coafirming the victory. Then he proceeded to the Elysée Palace,
the residence of the President of the Republic Raymond Poincarsé.

In the afternoon the deputies met at the Palais Bourbon and
the meeting was unforgettable, unanimous in its ardent patriotism.
The Fallen, the great Commanders particularly Foch and Joffre
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as well as Clemenceau were acclaimed and an act was passed
which had already been adopted by the Senate in the following
terms : -

The Armies and their Commanders.

The Government of the Republic,

Citizen Georges Clemenceau, Prime Minister,

Marshal Foch,

have deserved well of their ccuntry.

Clemenceau deeply moved as he had never been before, sent
the greeting of France, one and indivisible, to Alsace and Lorraine
which had now been recovered. The Abbé Wetterlé, deputy of
Colmar and the representative of Metz, M. Georges Weil, in horizon-
blue uniform. were summoned to the rostrum amidst the prevailing
excitement,

Clemenceau further proclaimed that « France, yesterday soldier
of God, today soldier of humanity, would always be the soldier of
the Ideal ». Then he hailed the living for the great work of social
reconstruction to which the were called.

Then it was the turn of Deschanel to proncunce the finest
words,

What can one say of the people except that they were brimming
over with joy ? It was a splendid day in the lives of the French
people.

However, Marshal Foch, after visiting the Prime Minister and
the President of the Republic, discreetly slipped away from the
cheering crowd, and to use his own words, « speeding down the rue
Lafayette without having seen the spontaneous display of flags in
the capital », returned to his headquarters at Senlis.

The next day, 12th November, he dispatched to the Forces the
Order cf the Day No. 5961 as follows : -

" « Officers, N.C.O’s and Men of the Allied Forces ; after having
resolutely checked the enemy’s advance, you have for months with
untiring faith and energy attacked him without respite. You have
won the greatest battle in history, saved the most sacred cause :
the freedom of the world.

Be proud,

You have adorned your colours with undying glory,

Posterity will owe you eternal gratitude ».

The Armistice of 11th November was to last thu'ty-.mx days.
As the Plenipotentiaries due to attend the signing of the peace had
not all arrived, the Armistice signed at Compiégne had to be
extended.

Three meetings were held at Tréves on 13th December, 1918.
16th January, and 16th February, 1919, They tcok place in the
Marshal’'s carriage and with the same representatives as on 11th
November at Compiégne.

On 28th June, 1919, the Peace was signed at Versailles. It was
destined to last twenty-years.

— 11 —




THE GLADE OF THE ARMISTICE

As soon as hcstilities were ended, the authorities, on the
initiative of Fournier-Sarlovéze, deputy and Mayor of Compiégne,
and of the League of Platoon Commanders, turned their attention
to the laying-out of what was to be called « The Glade of the
Armistice ».

An avenue of 250 yards was opened up and a «roundabout »
of more than 100 yards diameter was laid out. The opening ceremony
was performed on 11th November, 1922 by MM. Millerand and
Raymond Poincaré. The architect respensible for the Glade was
M. Mageés.

As for the railway-carriage, it had first of all reverted to
its former function of dining-car, then it was brought to the
courtyard of the Invalides where it became the object of general
curicsity.

Owing to the initiative of M. Fournrier-Sarlovéze, mayor of
Compieégne and to the generosity of an American, Mr, Henry
Flemming, the carriage now restored as an office, was housed in a
shelter (tcday destroyed and replaced).

The opening ceremony took place on 11th November 1927, and
was performed by M. Georges Leygues, who represented the
government, Marshal Foch was present with General Weygand,
and a number of generals and officers.

The arrangement of thd intericr and the placing of the docu-
ments had been carried out by Colonel Gombault with the help
of his assistant M. Trouvé and with the cooperation of officers
of the Marshal’s staff.

At the entrance to the avenue there had already been erected
a mcnument made of Alsatian sandstone. This monument had been
offered by public subscription opened by the newspaper « Le
Matin ». It symbolizes « The eagle struck down by the sword ».
This monument was destroyed by the Germans in 1940. The return
of the stones which had been taken away to Germany in packing-
cases enabled it to be completely restored

The same hclds good with regard to the central flag-stone on
which can be read the words of Binet-Valmer: « Here on 11th
November perished the criminal pride of the German Empire
defeated by the free people whom it set out to enslave. »

At last on the 26th of September, 1937, the statue of Marshal
Foch, the work of the sculptor Michelet, was unveiled in, the pre-
sence of General Georges, representing the Minister of War, of the
wife of Marshal Foch, General Weygand and a large number of
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gererals and notabilities, amongst whom- were representatives of
the French Academy.

A year later war threatened and in 1939 broke out.

Every year from 1922 to 1938 on the 11th of November there
took place a demonstration in which representatives of the govern-
ment and distinguished persons tock part. The Flame was rekindled
and carried to the Unknown Soldier’s Tomb.

A pious and patriotic tradition was established.

JUNE 1940

The Battle of France was lost. On 14th June the enemy was in
Paris. Half the territory was to be invaded. England had no more
forces capable of fighting on the continent. America to whom appeal
had been made would not enter the war until a year later. In France,
the gravest solutions were envisaged. A plane had brought to
London the man. who, refusing to admit defeat, would continue the
struggle.

Yet, in face of the exhaustion of the troops and the prcgress
made by the enemy, «an implacable and painful military necessity
was imposed upon those who had saved the honour of our arms and
upon one who, called back into service, had once been Foch's right-
hand man on 11th November, 1918. -

A request for an armistice was made.

Tt was in the forest Glade of the Armistice that the French
and German delegations met on 21st June. The railway-carriage
had been brougt out of its shelter and taken to the very site it
occupied in November 1918. In that very spot were made known to
us the terms which were afterwards examined and proclaimed in
a tent erected near the statue of Marshal Foch.

On 22nd June the terms were dictated to us with a good deal
of pomp and splerdour provided by music and cinematograph before
numercus crowds, whereas on 11th November, 1918, the French
delegation had preserved a firm dignity with regard to the
defeated. '

_DURINNG THE OCCUPATION (1940-1944)

The crossroads (Carrefour de 1’Armistice) were completely
destroyed and laid waste. The avenues were ploughed up, the plan-
tations cut, and the carriage sheiter demolished. The carriage
itself was taken to Berlin, there to be destroyed, according tc/
reports, by British bombers and thus removed from the gaze of
German sightseers. It had been purified by fire and so the stain of
June 1940 had been wiped out.

Meanwhile, on the site of the Armistice in the fcrest of
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OBSERVATION BALLOONS WITH AMERICAN
EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

BY COLONEL C. pgF. CHANDLER. D.S.]M., AND OFFICER

Chief of Balioon Section, Air Service. A, E. I,

LATE in October, 1917, one hun-

dred and twenty-four Air Ser-
vice Officers sailed from New York
for PFrance with Brigadier Gen-
eral B. D. Foulois in charge. These
officers made it practicable to organ-
ize the Air Service administration of
the American Expeditionary Forces
on a much more extensive scale than
had been possible previously by the
few Air Service officers in Europe.
With this party, the writer and
Major John H. Jouett (now Lieu-
tenant-Colonel) were the only offi-
cers representing the lighter-than-
air branch.

Upon arrival in France, these two
balloon officers undertook as their
first mission to obtain four complete
balloorr company equipments from
French Army sources to supply four
American companies which were
expected to sail shortly thereafter.
Besides procuring this material in
the short time available it was neces-
sary to arrange for the supply of
hydrogen and to learn much con-
cerning the training, operation and
equipment of balloon organizations.
The information thus obtained was
sent to the United States for the

UNUSUCAL PHOTOGRAPH OF BALLOON BED, WHERE

guidance of the administrative offi-
cers who were organizing and train-
ing the many balloon companies
intended for service in the American
Expeditionary Forces.

On December 28, 1917, four bal-
loon companies, comprising the 2nd
Balloon Squadron, arrived at Le
Havre, having landed first in Eng-
land. These companies were at that
time designated as “ATEB)YC
and “ D" and distributed as follows
Companies A and D to Camp Souge;
Company B to Camp Coetquidan,
and Company C to Chalons-sur-
Marne. Camps Souge and Coetqui-
dan were artillery firing centers, and
the assignment of the Company to
Chélons was for the purpose of con-
structing buildings for a Balloon
School near Cuperly, a town twenty
kilometers north of Chalons.

An American Balloon School was
necessary in France for the purpose
of giving more complete technical
training to the officers of the balloon
companies first to join the A. E. .
than was possible in the United
States, due to the lack of time
and detailed information. Anotlier
reason for needing a  Balloon
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School was the training of officers
assigned to the balloon service from
Infantry, Cavalry, and Artillery in
A.E.F. Cuperly was selected be-
cause the French Army Balloon
School was nearby at Vadenay. It
was thought that the close conta
would result in our officers learni: .
more-quickly the methods and tect
nique of the French balloon equij-
ment which was then being supplied
to American companies. ’
The policy was in all cases to send
American Balloon Companies upon
first arrival in France to one of the
Artillery firing centers. This en-
abled the Observers to acquire much
practical experience by seeing the
effects of actual artillery fire; and i.
addition thereto these balloon con
panies had an excellent opportunit-
to learn artillery methods and o
promote the laison between al-
loons and that arm which is so neces-
sary for cfficient results at the front.
It wasnotedlater that artillery organ-
izations which had trained with bal-
loons at firing centers knew the exten
to which the balloons could rend: »
service to them and asked for 1o
loon observation whenever possihi.



The  original
plan was to or-
canize four bal-
loon  companics
mto a squadron
which would
serve one Army
Corps. It was
found later hy
experience  that
i much more
Hexible organiza-
LN was neces-
~Uryoon account
of the many
changes in the
numberandiden-
titv of Divisions
assigned to an
Army Corps;
furthermore, the
small number of
balloon companies available made it
wecessary for these organizations to
continue service on the front line re-
gardless of the relief of Divisions of
an Army Corps. It was therefore
wisely determined to abandon the
squadron designation, serially num-
bering all balloon companies, and
considering the balloon companies
assigned to any one Army Corps as
a Group for technical supervision.

Each balloon company was both
an administrative and tactical unit.
The Group Headquarters had only
technical supervisory control over
Divisional balloons, which induded
personnel replacements, balloon sup-
plies and hydrogen. The Group
Commander had tactical command
of the Corps Artillery balloon and
Was usually required to furnish con-
sohdated group information to the
Corps G-2. In this war he was also
obliged to assist company com-
Manders with much advice in carry-
" out their missions. In future
“Perations this will not be so neces-
STV ax the company commanders
‘quire more experience.

The generous assistance on the
PArt of the;French Aéronautic Ser-
' permitted us to assemble com-
MY equipments in advance of the
Fval of  the organizations in

b At no time was any balloon

ange
m France delayed in oper-
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ation due to lack of equipment.
When the 2nd Balloon Company
(“B” of the 2nd Squadron) arrived
at Camp Coetquidan one morning,
a complete equipment, includ-
ing winch, arrived at that station
the same day convoyed by Air
Service soldiers.

The 1st Company at Camp Souge,
and the 2nd Company at Camp
Coetquidan both endeavored to
achieve the honor of putting in
ascension the first American Balloon
in France. Itso happened that both
companies inaugurated their balloon
operations on the same day, January
23, 1918. Lieutenant Georges F.
Sebille, an officer of the French bal-
loon service, was assigned as aspecial

THE MEN ON THE GROUND
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instructor for the
2nd Company
at  Coetquidan.
Under his excel-
lent and tactful
guidance this or-
ganization was
reported early in
February as
available for ser-
vice at the front.
The companv
was ordered to
the Toul Sector,
arriving in posi-
tion February
23rd; it being
the first com-
pletely equipped
Air Service or-
ganization of the
American Army
on the front line. Due to the lack
of sufficient American Balloon Com-
panies, the 2nd Company remained
constantly in service on the front
from February 23rd to November
11th, 1918, with only one week of
rest while being transferred from
Chateau Thierry sector back to the
Toul sector, in August, 1918.

Following the 2nd Company,
others were transferred from the
Firing Centers in S. O. S. to the
front one by one as they could be
relieved by companies arriving from
the United States. In all cases it
was the policy for the companies to
be assigned first to quiet sectors on
the front and then transferred to
more active sectors. It is certain
that this progressive method of
organizational battle training pro-
duced excellent results.

During the Summer of 1917 the
first balloon companies organized in
the United States had an enlisted
strength of 96 men. Although that
number could satisfactorily manceu-
vre the balloon, it was not appre-
ciated in the United States that in
order to make the balloon observa-
tion effective it was necessary to con-
struct and frequently change tele-
phone lines, build winch roads and
balloon beds, furnish sky watchers
and detachments for operating 6
machine guns. It was found ncces-




sary to increase the strength of cach
company to 170 soldiers. Recruits
to expand the 8 companies alrcady
in France arrived early in May, 1918.

Two companies had just com-
pleted construction of the buildings
for the Balloon School at Cuperly
in March, 1918, and the student
officers were ordered there, when the
enemy Spring drive made it inad-
visable to retain the school so near
the front line. Shells would occa-
sionally fall near the school and
there was a great amount of night
bombing in that vicinity. The loca-
tion being in a French sector, the
Commanding General ordered both
the French and American balloon
schools to move further south. The
American school located first at
Romilly, then moved to
Marigny-le-Chatel, and
shortly thereafter to Camp
Souge, where it was definitely
located for the remainder
of our time in France. Camp
Souge had two important
advantages for a balloon
school; it was an Artillery
School with much firing in
progress, which could be
used for practical training
of observers; its location
was far enough south to
permit operation during the
winter months without the
great amount of rain and
fog customary in the northern
part of France.

The Balloon School at Camp
Souge graduated 199 officers in both
the observing and manceuvring
courses and 623 soldier specialists
in the courses for winch operators,
lookouts, machine gunners, tele-
phony, radio and chart room clerks.

A knowledge of Artillery fire con-
trol methods, and of their guns,
ammunition, and trajectories is
important for balloon officers. While
awaiting the arrival of companies
from the United States, we were
able to send about 30 balloon
officers to the Artillery School at

Saumur and it is certain that the

information which they acquired
greatly increased the general effi-
ciency of our balloon organizations.

UC.o. AlK DERKVICK

The French Aéronautic Service
furnished to us 10 complete com-
pany equipments and two balloon
parks for maintenance. By the
time these units were delivered,
balloon supplics arrived from the
United States in constantly increas-
ing quantities and varieties, so that
the company supply list was chang-
ing from French to American pat-
terns. Some articles, such as Italian
hemp cordage, silk individual para-
chutes, and balloon baskets could be
obtained in sufficient quantity and
excellent quality from French
sources, so that none of these were
supplied from the United States.

Our efforts to get balloon supplies
from the French Government, and
the latest technical information,
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were greatly facilitated by the liai-
son assignment of Lieutenant
Maurice Berard, a balloon officer of
the French Army who had observed
more than 1300 hours in balloons
at the front.

Fortunately, we made no attempt
to develop an American winch or
American type of balloon at the
beginning of the war. It was learned
that the French bi-motor winch and
their Type R balloon were superior
to all others used by the Allies.
Samples of both were sent to the
United States and rcproduced as
rapidly as possible. The French
were able to furnish us go of their
latest and best type of winch and
had 50 more of these almost ready
for delivery on November 11th.
This made it unnecessary to ship

abroad any of the American i
of bi-motor winch, thereby savs
considerable sca tonnage.

In supplying the early compan
in France, we obtained 20 Type
balloons of French manufactur, |
before these were all used Americ
balloons began to arrive. The §;
to reach the A. E. F. were not ¢,
copies of the French Type R, 1,
each consignment showed consid,
able improvement and finally :
product was considered equal to o
made abroad, so that the Fren
asked for and received 30 Americ,
balloons and the British Army
ceived 15. .A total of 265 balloo
were received from the United Stat
so that in this respect the ballo
troops were well suppliced for a lo;

period in the future, and 1

occasional burning of «
" balloons by the enemy caus

nio embarrassment.

A balloon repair depot
France was very necessar
not alone for damaged b:

. loons, but for the manufa
ture of balloon rigging fro

the Italian hemp rope o

tained abroad, and for t
inspection and adjustme
of valves, rigging and acc
sories of balloons arrivi:
from the United Sta:
The. balloon repair deys
with Captain H. P. Warn
in charge, was first located at Is-Su
Tille, but the increased demands «
the institution made necessary
much larger establishment than 1l
available space permitted. In Ju
and August, 1918, five new buildin:
were erected at Romorantin nea
the central balloon supply dojx
all of which formed a part of .}
vervice Production Center No.
at Romorantin. The principal I«
loon repair building was large cnou;
to hold six halloons inflated at o
time and with the other buildin;
for cordage, scwing, parachute r
pairs, and so on, the establishmet
was soon on a very efficient bas
and ready for all demands.

The supply of hydrogen for A
ican balloons was at all times fu:
ished from French sources in acc:



ve with agreements.  There were
a number of commercial hvdrogen
plauts in various parts of France
manufacturing hydrogen for mili-
ary purposes, and it was customary
to ship from the factory nearest to
(he point where

hvdrogen was h g
needed. Several &

ol these com-
mereial plants
were  subsidized
1w the French
Government,
andd I one case
the American
Army paid part
of  the subsidy
which was neces-
sary to secure an
output far in
excess of what
these firms pro-
duced during
poice periods.
At first all hy-
drogen was sup-
plied in French
cvlinders, but as
the American
evlinders arrived all were pooled,
and in a few months there were
plenty of cylinders available, includ-
ing more than fifty thousand from
the United States. '
Cylinders were shipped from the
hvdrogen manufacturing plants in
carload lots to certain regulating
stations, in the Advance Zone,
where they were held and distrib-
uted to tube dumps at convenient
points along railroads, enabling bal-
loon companies to exchange empties
for filled cylinders by motor truck.
In S.0.5. filled cylinders were
shipped directly to the balloon com-
Panies at each artillery firing center.
The extensive use of small pro-
tection (barrage) balloons by the
French Government for preventing,
T at least lessening, the damage to
Clties  and important industrial
Plants, increased the demand for
h."drogcn much beyond the csti-
Mates for observation balloons. To
Meet this situation, Major Paul
s of the Air Service procured a
‘echnicul stafl to assist and shortly

THE SKY WATCHERS WHO LOOK FOR EVENING AIRPLANES.
APPARENTLY LAZY POSITION, THE STRAIN IS SO GREAT THAT THE
EVERY HOUR

U.S. AIR SERVICE, 15

before the Armistice he had com-
pleted plans and made all arrange-
ments for converting one of the
illuminating gas plants near the
city of Paris, into a hydrogen plant
which would produce 300,000 cu. ft.

per day. It would have been the
largest hydrogen plant in the world.
By improvising apparatus and get-
ting part of the equipment from
England, the conversion of the plant
from illuminating gas to hydrogen
would have been completed in less
than three months,

The American contribution to
hydrogen supply in France consisted
of large shipments of ferro-silicon
and some caustic soda for the silicol
process which was used quite gen-
erally at isolated stations along the
French coast for captive balloons
and dirigible submarine patrol. The
silicol process was also used for
supplying most of the hydrogen to
the Balloon School at Camp Souge.
The United States dclivered in
France 2095 tons of ferro-silicon,
which was sufficient to furnish ten
times the amount of hydrogen actu-
ally consumed by Amecrican balloons
in France. Each balloon requires
35,000 cubic feet for the initial fill-
ing; to replace the leakage and loss
due to heat expansion, there is

NOTWITHSTANDING THE

required an average of 1831 cubic
feet of hydrogen a day. The total
quantity of hvdrogen used by Amer-
ican balloons in France amounted
to 7,875,000 cubic feet.

During the St. Mihicl battle there
were 21 obser-
vation balloons
with the Ameri-
can First Army,
15 of these being
American and 6
French balloon
companies which
were loaned on
account of the
deficiency of
American bal-
loon troops. Due
to most unfav-
orable weather
with high wind
velocity, at the
beginning of this
attack on Sep-
tember 12th, one
of the American
balloons  (rzth
Company) broke
its cable and was
carried into Germany. Lieutenant
Tait, one of the observers, had re-
ceived instructions as a free balloon
pilot, so he was able to effect a land-
ing with the observation balloon,
even in the high wind, without
injury to either passenger.

Just before the Argonne offensive
started, twelve American balloons
were transferred from the St. Mihiel
sector to the Argonne district during
the night of September zoth, using
only the company truck transporta-
tion, and they were ready for
ascension at the new location early
the following morning. Only a
few were permitted to ascend before
the 26th, as otherwise the enemy
would discover our intentions.
This illustrates the mobility of
balloon companies and the neces-
sity for the amount of motor trans-
portation which has beenauthorized.

It is. customary for balloons to
ascend to the maximum possible
altitude, which is about 4,000 feet
with two observers; but in northern
France there is so much_moisture

MEN ARE RELIEVED




“and haze in the almosphere that a

lower altitude was often necessary.
The warm Gulf Stream turning
south near the coast of France, in
contact with colder air currents
from the north, produces much
moisture and fog, and as all storms
in the northern hemisphere travel
from west to east, this moist air is
carried very extensivelyover France,
causing the generally poor visibility.
It should therefore be evident that
the result obtained by observation
balloonsin France can be made much
moreefficient inthefuture if the oper-
ationsare carriedout in a drier atmos-
phere, such as the central and south-
ern parts of the United States.

The balloon beds and camps were
usually located from six to eight
kilometers in the rear of the front
line trenches. The site selected was,
whenever possible, in woods which
protected the balloon from strong
winds and to some extent screened
it from observation by enemy planes.
In ali cases it was essential to have
the position where the ballcon was
manceuvred into its bed and at-
tached to the winch well concealed
from enemy observation. After the
balloon is in ascension, its exact
location cannot well be determined
from a distance; it is therefore prac-
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ticable and customary to move the
winch two or three kilometers further
forward for observation position.
If the balloon is brought to the
ground within view of cnemy bal-
loons, their gun fire is quickly di-
rected on such an excellent target.
This happened once to the 4th
Balloon company in April, 1918, in
the Toul Sector. Notwithstanding
the 155 mm. shells dropping all
around them, the manceuvring de-
tachments continued to carry the
balloon to its bed; but just as it
arrived there a shell striking very
near tore many large holes in the
balloon, rendering it unserviceable.

On November 11th there were 17
American balloon companies serving
at the front and 6 more enroute to
the front; the remaining 12 were
located at the Artillery Firing Cen-

ters, namely, Camp Souge, Camp .

Coetquidan, Camp Meucon, Cler-
mont-Ferrand, Le Corneau, La
Valdahon and La Courtine. These
tactical companies, with a replace-
ment company, made a total of 446
officers and 6365 balloon soldiers
in A.E. F.

During operations our balloons
were attacked by enemy airplanes

89 times; 35 balloons were burned,

which, with 8 seriously damaged by

shell fire, made a total of © e
stroyed by the cnemy. During
same period the record shows, hos.
cver, that 71 German balloons Wor
burned by American pilots. The
attacks by enemy aviators Caatsgd
116 parachute jumps by Americg,
observers, one of which resulicq iy,
the death of Lieutenant Cl¢ I
Ross, caused by parts of the burning
balloon falling on his parachute (),
this fatal occasion the second passen.
ger was an Artillery officer who hag
never before ascended in a ballooy.
When the balloon was ignited, the
observer, Lieutenant Ross, assisted
his inexperienced companion to de.
scend first. The delay, however, was
sufficient to cause the death of this
gallant and self-sacrificing officer.
American balloons in France,
while at the front, made a tota! of
1642 ascensions, aggregating 31
hours.  These balloons reported
enemy shells falling 12,018 times.
enemy planes 11,856 times, enemy
balloons in ascension 2469 times,
enemy traffic on roads and railroads
1113 times, smoke, fires, flares,
explosions and destructions, 3:38
times. In addition to the foregoing
activities the balloons at Firing
Centers in S. 0. S. made ;224
ascensions totalling 3721 heouss

WHAT ABOUT THE PILOTS?

THERE are now a dozen types
of American commercial air-
planes with which the American
public is familiar. The use of these
planes is constantly being extended.
Flying stations of both private and
governmental organizations are daily
increasing in number. All this
expansion means more flyers. Is
the supply adequate for the
growing demand?

The onlooker may dismiss this
question by reminding himself that
the Government trained some 8,602
pilots during the war, and that
many others learned to fly at private
flying stations or under foreign gov-
ernments. Ile believes that this

BY GLENN H. CURTISS

represents an almost indefinite reser-
voir. The truth, however, is that if
8,602 men were trained, there are
now probably from 35,000 to 10,000
planes flying in the United States.
It is also a fact that of those trained,
many are not now interested in fly-
ing as a business. Others scarcely
have the training necessary for
work. And the flying schools exist,
and good schools, but they are not
training many pilots. We have a
situation in which the supply re-
mains constant (if indeed it does
not diminish), while the need is
growing with an ever increasing
sale of airplanes.

What has been the result to date?

So far, nothing serious. But the
tendency has not been reassuring.
As men buy airplanes thev seck
pilots, and they are getting a poorer
and poorer brand. It is the opition
of competent watchers, men v %
wide aviation experience, that =
only a question of time until :ie
situation, if unremedied, will result
in loss of money and possibly of liiv.
The tendency of the slightiy
trained flyer is to consider flving
easy. He is willing to start business
piloting on 75 hours in the air
“It’s my own risk,” he replies 10
remonstrance. And many who hay
airplanes, finding the scarcit+
pilots, are tending to attempt o




crriving at a co-ploto lolution

PAUL BAER AND CHET SLUDER

From Royal D. Frey of Springfield, Ohio:

While looking over some of your recent issues, I noted a couple of subjects
upon which I would like to comment.

In your Spring 1988 issue, you ran a story on Baer Field. Well, I think the
people in Fort Wayne are missing the full story. Paul Baer was not only an ace, but
he was the first pilot in the history of U.S. military aviation to be credited
officially with destroying five enemy aircraft in air-to-air combat.

On 18 February 1018, the famoussSNCHENEEENF & }4¢ 61 the French Air Service
became the 103d Aero Squadron of the U.S. Air Service, and on that date, the French
enlisted pergonnel were replaced by U.S. Air Service personnel (although the
Frenchmen remained on duty while the Americans learned the ropes). At this same

time, there were 12 American pilots who had been flying with the Escadrille

Lafayette as members of the French Air Service , but who had been commigsioned in
the U.S. Air Service and who were to continue flying with the 103d when it went into
action. There were also six other Americans who had been flying with other French
escadrilles and who had been commigssioned by the U.S. Army; they were to begin
flying with the 103d also. Paul Baer was one of these szix.

When the 103d began flying combat, it was stationed at La Noblette, northeast
of Chalons-sur-Marne. It was from this base that Baer was flying on 11 March when he
scored his first confirmed victory and on 23 april when he got his fourth. It
should be noted that at thig time, the 103d was under operational control of the
French, and not the Air Service, AEF as were the other few U.S. outfits operating in

the Toul area at this early date.
On 30 April, in accordance with orders from the French, the 103d moved almost

200 miles across France to Leffrinckoucke near Dunkerque. It appears that at this
time, U.S. Air Service Headquarters lost track of the 103d and what it wag doing on
a daily basis, for on 8 May, Baer shot down a two-seater in flames near Mt. Kemmel
and on another mission the same day, he shot down a single-seater. He received
confirmation for both these planes. There does not appear to be any indication that
the U.S. Air Service back in northeastern France knew of these victories and of Baer

page 62 -
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204 KNIGHTS OF THE AIR

. One of the attacking pilots ran out of ammuni !
tion and landed to get some more. He told Lufber .
that the German ship seemed to be invulnerablcy 1
Lufbery was amazed. He hopped into his plane.
Those on the ground watched him climb as stee l.
and rapidly as he could to get above the GermI:u): i

plane. They saw him dive on it, saw him swerve as

if his gun had jammed, and then

, —a sheet of fl ?
and smoke s.hot from his plane. Men who ﬁ::ll;
gladly have given their lives to save Lufbery watched

his plane plunge toward earth, stood with bated |

breath because they could do nothing to help their §

leader, saw with horror the fi
. \ gure of a man stand
in the cockpit of the burning ship; saw him climb ov‘:r :

its side, and saw him fall—fall—fall—2 000 feet to |

earth.

And thus came true the foreboding expressed by

Lufbery when he wrote:

“I prefer to perch among my clouds and shoot at »:

ADt.’tcft hcsheven to Pas;ing a pleasant hour with you all.” j
er the war we shall see—but I Al
live so long.” ut I shall not, I think, §

A JOVIAL YANKEE ACE

Shoulder to shoulder as warriors of the air, and

strong in their affection for each other, st g
bery and ‘Wiilliam: Thaw of Pittsburgh. Tl?:v‘: Ii:llct ]
Lufbery, entered the war almost as soon as it b;gan |
He donned the uniform of the Foreign Legion on. 4
August 21, 1914, and served in the ranks until, on 3
December 24th of that year, he got the Christ:nu -1

SuB: Wm Thaw
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b present he had asked for in the form of a eeansfer
. es:amintion as abserver and machine guaner. In those
# carly days of the war, fighting in the air was less
. deadly than it became later on. Pilots and observers
b took potshots at each other with pistols or carbines,
E  but although there were many thrills there were few
k fatalities. It was more sport than warfare.

i But Thaw, like his comrades of the fall of 1914,
' lived to see the airplane lift the blood-tide of war to
E new and terrible levels. He saw the airplane change
§ from an instrument of observation to an implement
s of destruction and, in the course of its transforma-
B tion as well as after it had takén place, the jovial,
b merry-eyed Yankee learned all the tricks of the air
£ fighter’s trade so expertly that he could cross swords
E  with the best of them.

 Thaw's most. brilliant accomplishment was the
b downing of three German planes in a single fight. The
;  battle occurred one bright morning over the German
F lines. Thaw, having finished his regular morning
t  patrol, was roaming the skies hoping that something
£ in the way of excitement would show up. It came
presently in the form of three German planes. As
P they approached the German pilots broke up their
§ formation. One swung to the left of Thaw, the other
~ to his right, while one dove under him. Thaw’s posi-
f tion was, to say the least, precarious. The Germans
L on his sides began firing and the plane beneath him
£ was manceuvring to get into position to fire upward.
| Thaw went into hasty executive session. In the
£ twinkling of an eye he decided what to do. He nosed
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his ship over so quickly that it stood absolute
vertical above the German plane, its nose pointi
straight at the enemy beneath. Thaw sent home the §
shot that put one German pilot out of the running,
Almost simultaneously Thaw pulled his plane out;
of its steep vertical dive, pointed it up, went into:
a bank, aimed at one of the Germans circling above
him, fired a rapid burst—and another German had -2
been accounted for. B
There was left now only one German plane. Even |
as Thaw had not taken flight when three German -
‘planes descended upon him, so the last remaining
German pilot did not turn tail despite the fate his
comrades had suffered. He bore down upon Thaw,
.who once more demanded of his ship and motor all
that they had to give—a ship that was perforated
with bullets and a motor fed by a leaking gas tank. ;
One last desperate turn, one tense pulling on the #
.trigger, and the third German joined the ghos
‘patrol. -
The battle was over, and just in time. It was a 3
question of Thaw’s plane’s ability to get him home, !
Gasoline gurgled out of his tank and air slipped °
through holes in his wings. In addition, Thaw had ;
suffered a wound in the arm. But despite all his
handicaps Thaw got home. When he landed and .#
stepped out of the bullet-torn plahe fellow pilots
rushed up to him.
“You are quite a sight,” said one,
“Yes,” grinned Thaw, “but you ought to have :
seen the other fellow.” 4




Q-

N A e S

Hovemver 11, 1918, ' e §:

QOIDETIONG OF AMISTICH, R
le Armistice to taks effect at 11:00 AJM. today. g\
' S

8. The immdiste ovacuction of Bolglun and Alsaco-forrains -
to falze pliace within fourteen deyse ALl troope withim -
the terrltory memntioned after this tins will be interned,

3¢ 5,000 canrons ef larce caliber, 10,000 wmchine gung,
£,000 zinermorfars and 2,000 almlomes to be turned
over to tie Alliss,

4« Oocbleutz, Gologme and Mainz to be vccunled with a radius
of thirty xilowsters,

B. e ovacustion ¢f the left bank of the Hhineg a neutral =
%ore to be establishad on the right bank af the Rhine
to a denith of thirty nlmnetq;-s.__yhioh. mmat be evacuated

~withiz elaven dayde,

6« Fo matorizl to be removed from the loft bank of the
Hiines 411 structuros and milroads to remain intast,

Te 8,000 locomotives, 150,000 cars and 10,000 moter trosks
5 be twrmed over to tie 4llies,

&. Jerueny to maintain the army of ecoupation,

9, Germany to withdmew &ll trodps in the Orient behind the
line 28 of Anguat lst, 1918, Bo tima 1imit stated.

10 Bo trentles of BresteIitovisk and Busharest to be
" ammlled,

Il. Evacwation 5f all German trecps opereting inm sastem
Africa within a manth, .

12, Peostoretion of the m‘otmy ta.lm fra: France and
Belgiun and of the gold taken frem Reumsnis end Bnssise

18, A3 priscasrs to be relessed by Germany withont reoip-
rocatlone The revatrlatlion of Cerusn prisonera of wap
will be gettled at the cenolusioms of the peace prellime
Inariea, .

I4e¢ Delivery to the Allles within fourtesn days of all
submarines (Zncleding all submerine srulsers and mine
layors | aotually existing, eight oruissrs, six dread-
naugrts, with thelr armament and couplets equipmens in
2€ris designated by the Allles; all of the batcleships
t0 be diswatled and guarded by 41lies,

154 ¥reo passzge aoross Eattorgete 4All mines to be removed
by Cerusny, Occupatien of all ports and batteriss vihish
could hilnder free neEsago.
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6« . Fo materlal to be removed from ths loft bank of the
Huing, A;LJ. structuros and milroads to remain i.ntac_t.

7  E,000 loconotives, 150,000 cars and 10,000 mober truoks
to ba twrned over to tis Alliese

8¢ Germny to maintaln the army of ecoupation,

9. (Germany to withdrew sll troops in the Oriamt behind ths
line £8 of August Ist, 1918, No $ime 1lmit stated,

10, T®w trentics of Breste-mtovisk and Bucharegt t0 be
a::sz.'Led..

ils BEBvacwmation 32 all German treops operatirg in spatem
Africa within a month,

12, Rostoretion of the sums of meney ta.lm frar France and
Belglun and of the gold taken frem Rewnsnls end Busglae

-

1Be ALl prisomers to be roleased by Germery without recip-
rocutlon, The revatriation of Geruan prisoxeras ef war
Wil Do settled at the cemolusioms 0f the peace prellme o
Inariea, T

l4e Delivery to the Allles within fourteen days of all
subrmarines (fncluding all submarine srulsers and mines
layors] motually existing, elght cruissrs, sir dresd-
zatugkts, with thelr armament and couplste equipment in
2tris desigmated by the Allies; all of the batcleahips
to be dlsmntled and guarded by 41liss. - A

15¢ YFreo passzge across Kattergets All nmines te be removed
by Ceruamue Occupatien of all ports and batteries whish
4 could hinder free passage.

i8¢ e dlocxnds t5 be contimed by the Alllese, 411 Ger-
ian ghins now at soa liable to seisure,

17, Amistics to lsst thirty asys plus twenty-Lour howrs,
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SEADQUARTERS AIR SERVICE, SECOMD ARMY, &/f f

AMERICAN EMPEDITIONARY FORCZS.

11.th November 1918,

MEMORANDUM )
) T0 all Sections and Uniis.
70, 43, )

1. The following order is quoted for the infc"mn.ian of a.ll
Alr Serviee Units.

"Marschal FOCH to Commanders in 6hief of thesAllied Armies.

1.  The Hostilities will cease begimning the 1lth of
November 2t 11,00 A.M.{Fronch hours}) cn all ths fronis.

T e The Allied troops will not cross, till Zurther orders,
ths lines attained on this date and at this hour,

~

Signed: FOCH"

2s The folicwing terms of Armistice offerad to Ge many. are gquotad
s foilows Zor the information of all Alr Service Units .

whorma Gf Armistice offorsd to Gormany as Veiephoned fron
Ge H. Qs, 2% 10320 P,lL"

1. To ®e effcc»;.ve 6 hows after Bignmuxao .

Trandiate evacuation of Balgium, Frougo, Alsace~-Lorralne
within 14 gayse Trocps vinlch romain agter this tewm wild
bo izntoransd. ‘ ‘
cuns, 9,000

S 5,000 caxmons of Ja*g‘e calitrs, 40 000 manking ¢
ninsrwerfors, 2,000 alrplares to be turzed cver to tho Alliss.

[

&, Drtmcmation of the loft bank ¢f the Rhins,

S. Cobienus, Colegps and Mainz to bo osoupled withk a redims
c2 50 icilomatora. roation of A nantoal zaie on the right
ol

20 o TO :.:’..e*f:s (303 IS

ba,“{ of the Rhing 42 o 4nta
- Bracuation la 1l d&aya.



November at 11.00 A.X.(French hours) on all the Irondse.

" s The Allied troops will not cross, till further ordersy
ths lines a\ttained on this date and at this hour.

~

Signed: FOCH"

2, The folicwing terms of Armistice offerod to Gormamny. are guoted
failiows for the 1nfomation of all Alr Servico Unito,

wiorma Gf Araistice offersd to Gormany 28 tez‘:aphoned frem
Ga. H. Qn, at 1634’0 '»-'-9”

Ts To o ef:’oct:.ve 6 houvrs after gignatnrd,

s, Toaedinte ovacuation of Bolgium, Franco, 410 age-Lorralnd
within 14 aays. Troops vihlch romain afhe? this term Wild
bo intsrned.

Se 5,000 cmmons of large calibrs, &0 ,000 maohine gums, 5,000
ninsnwerfors, 2,000 airplarss to bo turzed ower to the AXli=sa

]

4, Duncuation of the left dauk 02 the Fhizo.

ocorpied with a radius
£ a Ton twel zond on the right
2 g2 S0 Dllooastars.

5, Cobienss, (ologns and Maing
- © P 50 kilomatera. Cro “c’;.o 2
baxic ¢f thy Rhino 2 & Aopth ol 20
- Evacuation ia 11 daya,
matorial 40 bo romovad from the left bonk c;f the FAInYy,
f£aptories, railronds, 6tse, T3 rocain intl

v

6,

7. 5,000 lccemotives, 150,000 cara and 10,000 major-tonchs $i
ba mmnded oTay to the allies.

lormany o xaintain the arxy of aocunail

8o G
9. A1l troops will be wiihdruwa behind thz 1323s as o Aruste
1924, o timd> Yimit stated.

B . 10, Remunciation of the treaties of Brest-Litorch end Bucaresta
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L 11’ - Uroczditiozmel capitulation in East AZeicss .+ ° -
12.: . .Besioration of sums of money talken £rca tks bank of
s s --rBolgima and of the gold tairen £rem Rmmenia and lussias
13, - .Fzpding over of a hundred subtzarinas, olght light
~-cruisers and six drezdmoughts, all oilar batileshlps
t0 o dicmanilicd amd guard.ed by tha Allies in Neutral
) Aln.ied Poris. S R .
e D4 Rem of 81k prisoners of war withont reciprocity.
1B - - Proe passage across the Kattegate  All mires fo bo - .
- * . .. removed. Occupatica of 2ll forss and batteries which
B could hinder free passage.
’1!.6; i‘ha blockade to continus, Geman sn..ps can still be.
L 'se,ized. S . B TP L
B C AL nmitations on navigation comemins Noutrals by
18, ‘Eba Ammisitﬂme wi.ll 1553 30 aays. :
"Ry Grder of Colorel LAEW:
- O3,
2:16. Lieutenant deSey -
Adjutants




- None renorteds - .- I

PTAY, ACTIVITY =

ey boabing plares were active during the nighte
Boibs were dropned oa Earsuuont, Brehsviile, Dun~sur-Meuss,
Murvaux, Lior—levant-Dtn, Bontlsville, Gonsem’oyo, m'e.ba.nt—
sur-Ustse, Hownont, Gualores and Bres.

Farly this moming enaily planes wore reaorted. over thoe
front lines at the extrere ;1;11: of ouwr soctor, attaol:ing
troos with wachine gurde -

Xo other activity remorted c‘mring aorning

-~ Infommtion Section, -~ S
Alr Service, Plrst Ay, - - -

..... ; - B - .
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S L
v
" “ e T
e
»
“EwETT - -— B I T T U Y . _
s
. wr
h ]
'
ST g™t i P -
y S X e - . - e ———— el et Mg




Address reply t¢
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER OF THE ARMY

washington, D. C. m .
/AR DEPARTMENT,

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER,

WASHINGTON.

April l1lg, 1917.

My dear Lahm:

Upon arrivel in Washington I learned that it wss the inten*ion of (.
tle Chie!f Sigral Officer to send you 40 Fort Omaha as Commandant of the b T
Balloon Sclicol +o rne, but in view cof the change of Comuardants o '
at this time et the O=n Diepo school it was thought ndvissble to leave
sou at rresert aintioy untll Colenel Tade tecores fardliar with Yis new
negigrment. Therefrie, vnleass the plars are changed, you mav exrect be-
fore lore *to receive an order to Omana.

Durinz the wvast winter the hydreogen gererating ilant hins been com-
pletelr overtaulsd end ut in good cendition, new Yalloons, both s-herical
ard kite tvpe, heve been turchased and delivered, notor trick windloss
wisc motor trucks for carrying gas cvlirders. Leo

PVELE talloen irstructor in crarge of the rractical instroc-
tiorp of rilots, the care and maintenance cf balloon equiimert, etec. Majer
Eerse has recesutly Loen emploved also as balloon irnstructor; it is the
intention that he will take charge of +he theoretical irstruction, o
mete

e I}

exnerinents, etc. So vou will find a good staff ard every one ihere work-
irg 2t high rressure. When I left the senior officer was Captain McElgin,
CefeC., one of six student officers. The acdministrative work ithere per-
taining to tle school end also as post commander is very heavy, end it is B
difficult for him to conduct all of it and at the same time pursue the

course of irstructior as a studernt. Furthermore, it is of ccurs~ ad-

visulle to have a rermarent Corranduant on thejob as soon as rossible

ard thereb avold toonany charges in rolicv. Will vou ple~se advise me

versoenally when you think Colonel Dade has becore sufficiertl- fariliar

with ‘Ye San Diepo school to handle it without vour agsistance?

Az vou were at Fort Onmaka scme rears ago and fonilier with the quar.
ters and local conditions, I need not tell you of the advantages of thre
rlace, but I do hoepe that you will find the new assicrment in charre of
this inde endent conrand ce entirely agreenble.

Pleese note that the foregoineg renarks are not intended as an official

netification thet yvou will receive change of station orders, for vou have b ,
rrotably otserved nany times in the rast that unforeseen cenditions fre oy
* Ay v k4 k 0y > - R R o
quently arise which cause drimedicte ond cormplete clhanre with even *he best ,
laid plers.
i-.
¥ith best regards to yvourself and Mrs. Laklm, I em,
Very truly vours,
Iajor Fravk Fo Labm, QJ/kS\ bi'e i ‘ ’
Sigral Corrs Avistior Scheol, L W e b
i

Sen Ddeso, Calif. “
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Septernor 220d, 1917,

Lt » Col. Coe DQ'FQ ch{lﬂdler,
Sdgnal Corps, Balleon Division,
Chiof Signal Officer,

wor Dopoartmont, WALIZIULTOM, 5,0,

Uy dear Chandlar,

I o leavir; here tonorrow for France to coutdnuo wy investijpotiona
I regrot *3x T hnve 1o hurry aleng and T am leaving untouchoed lurge siorss
A kS
3

of irformation here, bul cver o woek of my dtimoe 1o pond wid I feal thet i:
ell I cas gparc for Urent 3ritain.

I hzve not had time to mske up a report and will have to do %hat
after 1y arrival in Paris. I boellove Gibbons will bo very useful in
gocurin; information on balloons. ™ He is in touch with wmest of tha balloon
reoplo and teking groeat interest in it., I an sure you will receive scms
interosting reperts from hin and if thors arc asy questions to oo answsred
he will sladly do go.

I havo gone dnto the matter of supplies wad find in peneral that
wa coule oblain our 1tur¢al in Grouwt dritain. As fer as balloons ere
concerned it would L rocessory sirply to provide tlon: with fabric, Tha
supply of ihat ip lirdted. f%he cupnly of insirumenis in =lso Lirdted, bul
I shall no uoubt find that thoy =aro procurable in frpico. I huve subwittad
o liet of oguipmont for two hundred 3alloon aOU»uhy Lo the Quarteranstor
hare. He will obtain an officinl re“ort frem the M Board 2z to how ruceh
of 1t cun be supplied in Groat fritein asd dn whud longth of time. The
answor will be [orwarded directly to you. This was done sizply to obtain

2n official confirmation ¢f the fret vhich I huve established unofficinlly,
taal the resources are actually hera.

The Britieh are withdrawing a part of their balloons f{rom tho
Front in France during the winter when visibility is poecr and their usefule
ness is limited. As a result of this they will be using les mwberizﬂ. and
there will be more availablo for us between now and Spring, ¥ will be
avallable after that. In fact they hove some material in stock in their
balloan stors hcuaoe right now that we could probably draw on.

: " The questian of motor tranupnrtnxion with tham is just a little
. indefinite.. ' The Adr Service st ‘&hq beginning of the War, or befors,
| fortunxtaly duid‘ ,j*tm_‘t‘ ' :




b
'-2-;

the Leyland for heavy trucks, and have stuck to ithese two types as far
as possible. For ingtance, all winch machine shpps and heavy lorries
ars on Leyland chassis, all touring cars and light service trucks are on
Croseley chassis. It would bs well if we cculd follow their example

and 1imit ourselves to given itypes. To be syre they have had the use of
Lencleed when the supply of Leylands was inadequats, but that was only
tenporary.

I am sending you unier separate cover ths followlng exhititsi-
1. Instructione {or packing parachute into ['lat cuae.
2. Blue print of quick rolease detachment for hese of kite beldoon.

3, One drawing of curtridbef&ni awitch board'of explesive, used for
instruction purposos at hoohampton.

Q ¥
4. One disgrem of ¢ mlu}lcatxon Balloon Company in the Fiald.

5. Small model for Lecture Room on o scale. (23 coples).

6, wiring in detail. (& coplos).

7. Apparatus for ges attack. (3 coplos).

8. Lesthod of distributing wiring on a swltch beard, to model. {3 coples}).

9, Heports of Lioutenent Gibboas dated July 6%, August 20th, September 11t
- The 4instructions for packing parachuts are for a new model

parachute invented by a Lieut. Spencer at the aval Kite 3Jalloen School, and

I believe will be well worth having a modol mads and tried out. It ;s u 1t

ef three ply wood and balloo'n cloth, PLeve ~ora 7t¢t PP R SR

¢

. The wiring diagrams and so forth were riven ne at the School at
Roehamptan.‘

; Liaut Gibhun@‘ raports are in duplicate and have already been
~ transmitted $o the VWar éﬁti@gﬂ. I am sending tha $o you for fear thera may
b- a: daluv ln your rocoivingtha aoptea from +the har collsgo.

wl b acrhapn another week. Your cable relative
in-Frgne ao yutord;y and will be attondu
> Bupply. Ottioornnnd havo



20
S

THE
AFAYETTE FLYING CORPS

EDITED BY

JAMES NORMAN HALL
& :
CHARLES BERNARD NORDHOFF

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
EDGAR G. HAMILTON

WITH MANY ILLUSTRA’f‘IONS

-4 VOLUME II

BOSTON AND NEW YORK
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

THE RIVERSIDE PRESS CAMBRIDGE
1920




SERVICE RECORD
Herscuen J. Mckig, Indianapolis, Indiana.

SERVICE IN FRENCH AvIATION:
Date of enlistment: April 12, 1917.
Asiation Schools: April 15 1o October 1z, 1917,
Avord, Pau. G.D.L.
Breveted: August 30, 1917 (Caudron).
At the Front: Fscadrille N. 314, October 15,
1917, to February 8, 1918.
Final Rank: Sergent.
Shot down by anti-aircraft fire:
Near Chiteau-Salins, February 8, 1918.
Prisoner in Germany: Until the Armistice.

HERSCHEL J.-McKEE

ERSCHEL McKEE will always be known, on account of a news-

paper clipping, which he probably curses in secret, as “Your Flying

Son.” It was hard luck that the thing was posted on the Bulletin
Board at Avord, but names stick. On October 15, 1917, he went to the Esca-
drille N. 314. This squadron was engaged in the protection of Nancy, and its
machines, of a rather antiquated type, were not supposed to cross the lines.
McKee, in his eagerness for combat did not always obey rules, and on the
8th of February, 1918, was shot down by German anti-aircraft guns near
Chateau-Salins, far inside the enemy lines. By good luck he landed unhurt,
but was caught by the Germans and made prisoner. In September he made
his escape from a prison camp, but was recaptured three days later, and did
not succeed in leaving Germany until after the Armistice.

[ 345 |




v

PRISONERS OF WAR

Captured, September 2'3, 1915
Captured, August 18, 1917
' (Escaped October 13, 1918)
},_‘nt CHARTON, LOUIS. .« ot Captured, September 5, 1917
-+ BUCKLEY, EVERETT T\ e Captured, September 6, 1917
(Escaped July 1, 1918)

nt MCKEE, HERSCHMES .. .....ovvienrninaneeienns Captured, February 8, 1918 “

.s.]ieutenant HiTcrcock, THoMaAs, JR. ..oovvneennntn Captured, March 6, 1918
(Escaped August 28, 1918)

Captured, March 31, 1918

apesal \\ HITMORE, HERMAN .. .. ..o Captured April 6, 1918

3'\»ril BUFFUM, THOMAS. ... ..o Captured, May 4, 1918 |

;oain HALL, JAMES NORMAN........ooiniiiiiernennnn Captured, May 7, 1918 ‘

i Licutenant BAER, PauL FRANK.. .....coovvneeennnn Captured, May 22, 1918

RO xl SHONINGER, CLARENCE B.. ......Captured, May 29, 1918 1
tByers, LESLIEL . ..o i Captured, July 18, 1918 |

‘ nd Lieutenant WINSLOW, ALAN. . .....oivvennnenees Captured, July 31, 1918 |

rgent SHAFFER, WALTER Jo. o ooooiiiiiiiieeeee Captured, October 3, 1918 |

ptain Forp, CHRISTOPHER Wi Captured, October 15, 1918

s WrLus, Harozp B oo

5
F
:
i
!
i
3
LEN S BacH, JaMES Jooo
L
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L.F.C. PILOTS IN ORDER OF ENLISTMENT 3

1914
Lursery, GErRvals RaouL...... August 31
MassoN, DIDIER. . ... ... ... October
Bacw, James J. ... ... December 10
Taaw, WiLLiam. ............ December 24
Harr, Berr. . ... December 28
I9I5

CurTis, FRAZIER . . ........... February 28
Prince, NorMAN............... March 4
Cowpin, Errior CurisTopHER.. March 3

CaaPMAN, VICTOR. .. ........ ... August 1
Hirr, DupLEy LAWRENCE. .. .... August 3
WinsLow, CARROL DaNa........ August 19

Jornson, CuarLes CHOUTEAU
September 2

RockweLL, KirrIN YATES. .. September 2

Rumsey, LawreNcE. ... .... .September ¢
Barstey, H. CLYpE......... September 16
McConnEeLL, JaMes R.. .. ..... October 1
PaveLka, PavL. . ....... ... October 18
1916

HuFFeRr, JEAN. .. ...l January 1
HaviLanp, WiLLis B. . ... ... January 26
Prixce, FrREDERICK

RockweLL, RoBerT LOCKERBIE

February 7
ZinN, FrReDERICK W February 14
SouBIRAN, ROBERT........... FeBruary 27
WorTtHINGTON, WARWICK D. . ... March 9
Dowp, DENNIS. . ..ot March 28

Litraver, KeNkeTH P ... .. ... March 29
Hosxkier, RoNaLp Woop ......... April 3
BiceLow, STEPHEN............... April 13
Hewrrr, Tuomas M., Jr.......... April 13
Parsons, Epwin CHARLES. .. ..... April 13
Barcray, Lier NorMAN. ... .. ..May 22

Loverr, WALTER. . ............... May 22

WiLwss, Harowp Buckiey...... ... May 22
BoaL, PIERRE.T............. ...May 24
Cuatxorr, H. LincoL~. . ..... ... May 24

[3

........... January 29

Gen~ET, Epmoxp Crarres CLiNToN

May 24
RocLe, MarIus Romain. ... ... ... June s
Dvcan, WiLLiaM E., Jr........ ... June 10
CaupBeLL, ANDREW COURTNEY, JR.
July 20
Hrexre, Epwaro F.. ... . L. July 20
Magr, KENNETH. .. .......... ... July 2o
BripemaN, Ray CrarFuiN. ......... July 24
JoHNSTON, ARCHIBALD. ............ July 24
Doran, CuarLes H., Jr........ August 11
Horrton, DasNeyD............ August 16
McCaLL, GEoRGEA. ........ September 1
MacMonacLE, DoucLas. ... ... October 3
PeTERSON, Davip McKELVEY . . October o
Havi, James Norman. . ....... " October 11
DooviTrLE, JAMES Raren. . . . .. October 16
Rounps, Letanp L............. October 16
DRrexEL, JoHN ARMSTRONG. . ... October 27
Joxes, HENRY SWEET. .. ....... October 27
MovrTER, BENNETT A........ November 2
Doxzg, RoBerT L........... November 7
Buirrarp, EuGeNE........... November 13
Porrock, GrRanvILLE A. ... .. December 24
Ruexo, WaLter D. .. ....... December 24
1917
Buekiey, Evererr T.......... January 6
Crapwick, OLiver M. ......... January 17
Hucger, DANIEL............... January 26
ScaxraN, LAWRENCE. . . ...... February 8
WHITMORE, JOHN JOoYCE....... February 8
Wircox, Cuarres H......... February 8
TurNURE, GEorGE E,, Jr. . ... February 16
Kerwoop, CHARLES W........ Februarv 18
Perton, ALFRep D .. ... ... .. February 19
StenLIN, JosEpr C........... February 1
Apaws, Joun Russern........ February o
Baer, PauL Fravk........... February 20
Cuarron, Louts. ............ February ¢
CoatswortH, CALEB JaMES, JR.
Februar: 20

24 1.
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APPENDIX

HamirToN, EDGARG. ... .- - .February 27

TRINKARD, CHARLES. . ..o ovcevre March 13
GuUNDELACH, ANDRE.....oovhves March 20
Jacos, SERENO THORP....cvovv-+- March 20
pE KRUIJFF, THEODORE. . . - -+ March 20
LOUGHRAN, EDWARD J....ooov o “March 20
ReNo, LEONARD M. o March 20
WricaT, Harotp E...oveveee e March 20
MALONE, CHARLES Toeeanens March 21
Jones, CHARLES MAURY. .. ..o March 26
WiLp, MARCELLUS ) OV March 29
ABBOTT, WAINWRIGHT . ..o vveve o April 2
BippLg, CRARLES J.. v vovveene April 8
STONE, DONALD E. ..o April 8
McKes, HERSCHEL J ... oovveeee April 12
STANLEY, ALFRED HOLT......omvev April 12
SreARNS, RUSSELL Fooovvvenoes April 12
VEeiL, CHARLES HERBERT. ... April 12
OviNGTON, CARTER LANDRAM. .. .- .April 20
PARKER, AUSTIN G ..o ovveeee May 2
Bush, PHILIP N .. .. ooneonenene May 9
EDGAR, STUART EMMET.....ocnvvee May 9
Forp, CHRISTOPHER W.ooeaanoons May 9
TuckeR, DUDLEY G ovvvverieee May 9
Dowp, MEREDITH ) PPN May 14
BouLiGNY, EDGAR J. v May 15
Corst, EDWARD J...ovvnovrvenes May 15
TERRES, HUGH.......-- e May 15
COLLINS, PHELPS . .. .o vvovnenoo e May 17
Bavries, FRANK Lucoooeonnoonree May 21
DUFFY, NATHANIEL. ...oooo oo ....May 24
Haxrorp, ROBERT M....oovveveee May 24
MoorEg, ROBERT L. ... ooovvmees May 24
SHONINGER, CLARENCE BERNARD. . . May 24
BippLE, JULIAN CORNELL...cc.o--- May 25
Farrh, CLarence Ho. ... PRRTERRES May 25
PaLueR, HENRY BREWSTER. ...~ May 25
TysoN, STEPHEN. . . ...o. .- e May 28
WiLLarD, GEORGE GALE. ...+ May 26
BraDY, LESTER STRAYER.......--* May 28
BexNEY, PHILIP Pov e May 31
PurvaM, Davip E.. ..o May 31
SrTrERLY, GLENN N May 31
BLUTHENTHAL, ARTHUR. . ..c.ooc- e June 1
LEE, SCHUYLER. « - cocmseseton June 1
BogTH, VERNOX, JR e June 3
CuamseRLAIN, CYRUS F.o.o.... ... June 3
Crapp, ROGER HARVEY. ..o ovener June 2
FERGUSON, FEARCHAR TAN. ..o ee June 3
Juop, Davip B June 3
LEHR, MANDERSON . o oovoverer oo June 3
\{EEkER, WirLiaM HENRY ... June 3

NogrpHOFF, CHARLES B............June 3
WALCOTT, BENJAMIN STUART...... June
Wass, WiLLiaM E. oo Jure 3
Brake, CHARLES RAYMOND........ June 4
PonDER, WiLLiAM THOMAS. ... Jure 4
Davis, Pririp WASHBURN Jure 5
DREW, SIDNEY RANKIN. ..ot SR
FowLER, ERICA. .t ... oocivennes Jure 9
GroveR, CLARENCE Moo Jure 9
Loonmts, WizLiam Fooooooeeoeen June 9
Bevorr, LEOE. ..o Jure 10
CuapMAN, Cuarpes W, JRo.... . June 1o
CotToN, JOHN ROWELL... ..o June 19
Dock, GEORGE, JR....ovovrveees Juie 1@
GiLy, JosErH FRANCIS. ..o June peos
Hosgs, WARREN TUCKER Juryo :
MIiLLER, WALTER B ... coooove o Junc 1o
SaxoN, HAROLD YOUNG. ......-- -+ Jure 10
THOMPSON, CLiFTON B. ..o i Junc 1o
Byers, Louis LESLIE. ....ocooove June 13
ELpREDGE, DoNALD HERBERT... .. June 13
FORSTER, HENRY. .. oovovmver s June 1344
GRIEB, NORMAN . ... occrromr June
Hucsgs, EARLW..ooooveeeees June
McKERNESS, WILLIAM J. .. oooeo June
KinsoLviNG, CHARLES M..........June
ReaD, ROBERTE ...oovvevermenoee June
SULLIVAN, UPTON. .. oonvvrioess June
WELLMAN, WILLIAM AL oooooeneoor June
WHITMORE, HERMAN .. ...ooneme June
AsH, ALAN N. . .oooveooes June
Burrum, THOMAS B ..o June
CoONNELLY, JAMES A, JR. e June
SINCLAIRE, REGINALD ....ooooooe Jure
BasseTT, CHARLES CHESTER, JR.. . June
Grey, CHARLES G o ovvveoeoo June
Browx, JASPER C..ocnvrovmros Jure
CooksoN, LINN PALMER. ...+~ June
Lewis, DAvID WILBUR......oooo June
CusHMAN, ALVIN ALEXANDER. .- June
Bairp, BEnjamiy Hooooeneoee June 3
Hrircucock, THOMAS, TR oo June 2
Jounson, HARRY | June 38
McMiLLeN, James Hooooooooo Tune 3§
RODGERS, WILLIAM B, JrR...-- ] :f .
Taper, LESLIER. ..o June 3.
WINTER, WALLACE CHARLES .. - -« " Jure 28
York, WALTER R. .o Jure 28
CampBELL, H. GORDON.....- - CJune 87
FaircuiLp, EpWIN BRADLEY . .- - 1 ‘z
KyLE, GEORGE MARION. . .- Tunmd
Nicuors, ALAN Hooowwooooee S
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VI
L.F.C. PILOTS IN FRENCH SQUADRONS
I. COMBAT SQUADRONS®:

Srap 3 .
Bayiies, Franx L.......... .. o ... December 18, 1917, to June 17, 1,1%
Juop,Davip E....... ... December 18, 1917, to January 2z, 1,1%
Parsons, Epwin C...................... April 24, 1918, to Armistice
DEePERDUSSIN 6
THAW, WILLIAM. . ... veiinniennn e .December 24, 1914, to February 1, 1513
Seap 12
Dock, GEORGE, JR. . ... .. March 18, 1918, to Armistice
StoNng,DoNawp E. . ............. ... ..., March 18 to April 21, 1918
SaxoNn,Harop Y....................... June 17, 1918, to Armistice
Seap 13
WiLp, MarceLLus E. ..o oL oLl October 20, 1917, to March 30, 1918
StEHLIN, Josepa C............ ... ... ... November 2 to December 12, 1917
Tucker, DubLey G. .................... January 28 to July 8, 1918
ForsTER, HENRY.......... ..ot June 1 to August 2, 1918
Spap 23
McCaLL, GEORGEA. . ................... May 30 to September 9, 1917
Stancey, Atrrep H. ... ... o oL February 24, 1918, to Armistice
Seap 26
Brabpy, LESTERS.............. ... ..., February 23 to April 13, 1918
Spap 31 )
Saxon, Harowp Y........... ...t January 21 to June 17, 1918 E
Drew, Soney R. .. ... .. .. L March 25 to May 19, 1918
Seap 38 .
Bach, JAMES Jo... ...l August 29 to September 23. 1613
Harr, BERT......co oo Summer of 19135
CowpIN, Eruior C.....ooooiiia September 30 to November 10, 1413
McMiLLen, James H. ... oL March 12 to September 27, 1918
Guy,DavioW.......................... June 1, 1918, to Armistice
PurNam, Davio. . ......... ... June 1 to June 14, 1918
SHAFFER, WALTER J. .. ... ... ... ... ... June 1 to October 3, 1918
Byers,Louts L. . ......... ...l July 13 to July 18, 1918
SitrErLY, GLENN N. .......... ... ... ..... October 15, 1918, to Armistice v
Srap 48 . *
McCaLL, GEORGE A...ooev e e, November 6, 1917, to Aprii 23, 151% -
SeAp 49
CowpiN, ErLior C. ... ... November 10, 1915, to January 1%. ¢ it
Bripoman, Ray C.................. L April 13 to April 27, 1917
Spap 62 |
Hurrer, JEAN. . ... ..o June 16, 1916, to March 13, 1917 ;
HUFFER, JEAN. .......iiieiinann.. October 4, 1917, to February 18, 1% 3
Spap 65
Cowpin, Errtor C. ..ol March 2 to April 18, 1916 '
[ 328 ] "
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Baveuam, James Ho ..o oo December 26, 191=. to June 27, 1918
Cassapy, TaoMas G. ... ...t December 26, 1917, to February 16, 1918
Jacos, SERENOT. .. ... December 26, 1917, to September 8, 1918
WiLLARD, GEORGE GALE . ................ December 26, 1917, to January 13, 1918
CONNELLY, JAMES A, JR ... i, January 15 to june 27, 1918
ForFr, ROBERTG.......... ... ...t t. January 24 to March 27, 1918
SpaD 158 :
pE KRUIJFF, THEODORE. . . .. ...ttt December 6, 1917, to May 21, 1918
Raxp, RuFus R, JrR. ... oot December 6, 1917, to Armistice
EpcaRr, STUaRT E. ... oo Deccember 11, 1917, to March 28, 1918
RanpaLy, Joun Fooo oo oo oo December 11, 1917. to February 14, 1918
HoeBs, WARREN T .. ...t January 15 to March 16, 1918
SpAD I59 ,
Famrcuip, Epwin B ...l January 16, 1918, to Armistice
SpaD 162 .
Dowp, MEReDITR L. . .. ... ..o it February 6 to February 17, 1918
BuLten, W.G...... ... ... i March 13 to April 17, 1918
Spap 163
PonDER, WitLaM T . oot May 12 to September 1, 1918
Cassapy, THoMAs G.....oooiiiv et May 14 to September 8, 1918
CoNNELLY, JAMES A, JR. .. ... oottt June 27, 1918, to Armistice
Cook, ALANA. ... .. July 20, 1918, to Armistice
PapEN, Davip S.....o i September 6, 1918, to Armistice
Spap 168
Jounson, HARrRY F. ... .oooviniinin April 12 to May 21, 1918
Spap 228 '
BenorT, Lo E......oooiiiiiiiiiiii February 1 to August 25, 1918
SpaD 313
COLLINS, PHELPS. ... .oviivieninannannnenn September 2 to September 18, 1917
SPAD 314 -
McKee, HErscH®S . ... ... ..., October 15, 1917, to February 8, 1918
Donzg, RoBErT L. ... ..ot November 28, 1917, to March 22, 1918
WHITMORE, JOHN J. .. ... oiiiiiiiiann, May 13 to May 23, 1918
Seap 315
. WHITMORE, JoHN J.......... e November 24, 1917, to February 5, 1918
y Spap 391 (ORIENT)
PAVELKA, PAUL. . ... ..o February 8 to June 135, 1917
Seap 471 (DEFENSE OF PARIS)
MassoN, DIDIER. . .. ccoiviiiiniinenn. October 10 to October 28, 1917
Gir, JosepH Fooooo oo Summer of 1918
Srap 501 (ORIENT) :
BourieNy, EDGAR J.o. ..o i i April 24 to June 14, 1918
Srap 507 (ORIENT)
PAvELKA, PAUL. . ... ... . oo June 15 to November 11, 1917
- EscaDRILLE DE SAINT-Por (DUNKIRK) ~
Vax Freer, WiLtiam C, JRooo oo aeei s September 15 to October 30, 1918 .
MoseLEY, GEORGE C..... oot September 25 to November 5, 1918
CampBELL, H. GORDON. ... ...ttt (Dates not known)

. (Noter As nearly all French combat squadrons were finally equipped with Spad planes the former des-
Zznation “ Nieuport” is here omitted.)
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L.F.C. PILOTS, WHO REMA

Sergent Boces, Eruison C.

Sergent BuckLEY, Evererr T.

Caporal Byers, Louis L.

Sergent CuaTkorF, H. LiNcoLN

Adjudant CoNNELLY, James A., JRr.

Adjudant Cook, ALan A.

Sergent Corst, Epwarp J.

Sergent CREHORE, AUsTEN B.

Sergent Dock, GEORGE, JR.

Sergent DuUFFY, NATHANIEL

Sergent FERGUsON, FEarcHER 1.

~ Adjudant Faircaiip, Epwin B.
Sergent GLOVER, CLARENCE M.
Sous-Lieutenant Hamirron, Epcar G.

Sous-Lieutenant Hitcucock, Tuomas, Jr.

Sergent Hucnes, EArRL W.
Sergent HoEBER, RoBERT B.

IX
INED IN THE FRENCH SERVICE

Sergent HorToN, DaBNeY D.
Sergent McCatrr, GEORGE A.
Sergent MckEEg, HerscrEL 3,
Adjudant Masson, Dipier

Sergent Papen, Davip S.
Sous-Lieutenant Parsoxs, Epwix C.
Adjudant Raxp, Rurus R, Jr.

Officier-Interprete de 3™ Classe pE RoobpE,

CLIFFORD
Sergent Saxon, Harowp Y.
Sergent SHAFFER, WALTER J.
Caporal SuoNINGER, CLARENCE B.
Adjudant SiNcLAIRE, REGINALD
Adjudant SitTErRLY, GLENN N.
Adjudant StaNLEY, ALFRED HoLT
Sergent WiLwis, Harorp B.
Sous-Lieutenant York, WALTER R.
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X
OFFICIAL VICTORIES
- LuFBERY, RAOUL GERvVAIS. ............. 17 ~Braxe, CHARLES (AYMOND.......... .
Bayuies, FRaxg L. i 12 Boggs, Eruison C.............. 3
~Pursam, Davio.......ooe e 11 CamepeLL, H. GorpoN.......... .. 3
~Baer, Pavt Fo. oo 9 CuapMaN, VICTOR............... 1
~ Cassapy, Teomas G.................. 9~ CuarmaN, CHARLES L' | S 8
-~ LARNER, G. DE FREEST. ... ........... 8 ~CorLINs, PHELPS....... ...t t
Parsons, EpwinC................... 8 -CowninN, EruiorC. ... 1
~BippLE, CHARLES J....oovnveneeeetn 7 ~Dovran, CaarLes H., JR..........
~PoNDER, WILLIAM.............0ovnntn 7 ~ELpbrEpGE, DonaLp H............ E
CoNNELLY, JAMES A, JR.............. 6 -EoFF, ROBERTG............ ...t . 3
— PerersoN; Davip McKEeLvy. ......... 5 ~GUNDELACH, ANDRE. ........... . 4
~THAW, WILLIAM. ... .. ovieeiinanenes s ~Guy, DavipW................. 4
~GREY, CHARLESG.........coviiinat 4 Havieanp, WiLLis B............. 1
HALL, BERT....cviiiiiiie e 3 Hoeser, RoBErTB.............. 1
~ Harr, JAMES NORMAN. .. .....ovvttnen 3 ~ JonnsoN, CHARLES CHOUTEAU.. .. )
~HuUFFER, JEAN......ccoviiiiiiiins 3 ~Jones, HENRY S......oooviin o o
~Jaco, SEReNO T. . ...ttt 3 Kenvon,HucoN............... ‘
PRINCE, NORMAN .......vnveerinnenns 3 LEE, SCHUYLER...............
SINCLAIRE, REGINALD.. .. ............. 3 ~Loomis, WiLLiam F........... {
~TurNURE, GEORGEE,, JR.. . .......... 3 ~LoveLL, WALTER.............- 1
~VeiL, CaarLes H. ...t 3 ~Marg, KENNETH........0ovn 1
~Wircox, Cuartes H........... ..., 3 NicroLs, ALAN. .............. 3
- ABBOTT, WAINWRIGHT. . . .. vvieen ot 2 ~NoRDHOFF, CHARLES B.......... . ‘4
BAUGHAM, JAMES......ovvnreenneeenns 2 Papenx,DavipS.......... ...
Corst, Epwarp J.......... e 2 Rewo, LeonaroM.............. |
CREHORE, AUSTEN B........ e 2 ~Rounps, LELanp L. . ... ...ovo o 1
Faircrmip, EpwiNB. . ...t 2 Sitrerry, GLENNN........... - '
~Forp, CHRISTOPHER W.. .. .. ... . ... 2 -SOUBIRAN, ROBERT. .....c.ovvvoniiior |
Hitcucock, THoMas, JR.......oont 2 StenLIN, JosEpH C.... ..o |
Ruexo, WaLter D.. ... 2 ~StickNEY, HENRY E... ... 0ohnv o |
Rockwert, KiFFINY . ..o ia 2  WALCOTT, BEr JAMIN STUART. - . .-
SaxoN, HAROLD Y. ... ... ooiiiinin 2 Wass, WiLtam E....oooon e
SHAFFER, WALTER J. ... ...t 2 ~“WiLson, JosgpH V.. ..o
StaNLEY, ALFRED H...... .. AU 2 Winter, Wartace C........- -
WeLLMaN, WiLLIAMA ... ... ... .. 2  Woobpwarp, HousToN. ... .-~
~ WinsLowy, Atan Fo.. .o 2 York, WaLTERR. ... ...
Total. .o v 199
(Note: The above list includes only victories officially confirmed by the French or Americal - -~“‘;

ties. The great majority were obtained while the pilots were with the French. Owing to b :
of obtaining French confirmations many unquestionable victoriew
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works with Willis, 326; his
would *“fill a book,”
over German lines, 326; Captain in U.S. i
Air Service, 327; his work at G.H.Q. of
great value, 327; 59, 131.

Lowry, George, 2, 259, 260.

Ludendorfl, Field-Marshal von, 2, 137.

‘Lufbery, Gervais Raoul, and K. Rockwell,

" first to get new Nieuports at Luxeuil, 1,
28; is separated from Rockwell and lands
at Fontane with his plane full of holes, 29;
learning of Rockwell’s death, goes up again,
to avenge him, 29; the most skillful and
successful fighter in the Escadrille, 31; a
narrow escape, 31, 332; his qualities as an
aviator, 117, 333, 334; service record, 328-
330; his early career, 330, 331; begins fly-
ing with Pourpe, 331; his long association
with Pourpe, 331, 332; J. Mortane quoted
on, 332; his extraordinary record of vic-
tories, 332, 333; a mushroom-hunter, 334;
and the lion mascots, 334; in U.S. serv-
ice, 334, 335; at Issoudun, 335; his last
battle and death, described by Ricken-
backer, 336, 337; his funeral, described
by Culvert, 337, 338; and Thaw, 461;
his Swastika, 461; “brought down,” 2,
178; his “unhomologated” victories, 241;
1, 22, 26, 32, 34, 36, 46, 52, 58, 79, 174,
202, 225, 244, 286, 342, 343, 350, 394, 409,
2, 58, 76, 226, 229.

Lufbery, Mr., father of G. R. L,, 1, 330.

Lure (France),

I uxeuil, Escadrllle ordered to, 1, 26; 2, 147.

TR AT

FVRATTE TN WEReaN i s

McCall, George A., service record, 1, 339; in
American Ambulance, 340; never trusted
to instinct or luck, 340; continuously in
French service, 340.

McClure, F. J., 1, 47.

cConnell, James R., his Flying for France

quoted on early history of the squadron,

E 1, 17-36, and on Prince’s death, 393, 394;

rejoins the squadron on the Somme, 35;

killed in action, 135, 343, 344; service

record, 341; typically American, 342; in

American Ambulance, 342; his letters pub-
lished in the Outlook, 342; enlists in the
L.F.C., 342; his Flying for France did gen-
uine patriotic service, 343; injured in a
panne, 343; returned to active service,
- though unfit, 343; Genét quoted, on his |
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adventures
326; all his victories |

INDEX

death, 344; 16, 17, 26, 45, 244, 245, 286,
325, 2, 229..

MeKee, Herschel- ;} pervice record, I, 34%;
disobeys ofders” not to cross the Germa

_ lines, 345; shot down by anti-aircraft guns.
and made prisoner, 345; 2, 290, 293. &

McKerness, William J., service record, 1,
346; plucky and determinced, 346; has
difficulty in learning to fly, 346; becomes
flying machine-gunner, 347; his letters
quoted, 347; killed in action, 347; 147, 2,
21.

McMillen, James H., service record, 1, 348;
one of the aristocratic few who owned a
bicycle, 348; first lieutenant in U.S. Air
Service, 348; 112, 226; 2, 21.

MacMonagle, Douglas, service record, 1, 349;
his death in action described by a friend,
350; ““a man’s man,” 350, 351; in Ameri-
can Ambulance, 351.

Machine-guns on air-planes, 2, 18, 170.

Madon, Lieutenant, a great fighting pilot, 1,
3975 52, 253, 254, 348, 428, 2, 217.

Maison-Rouge, Arnoux de, service record, 1,
85; transferred from cavalry to aviation,
85; succeeds de Laage de Meux as second
in command of Escadrille Américaine, 85,
86; his qualities of leadership, 85, 86; killed
in action, 86; 79, 88.

Malone, Charles T., service record, 1, 352;
lucky to be alive, but one of the unluckiest
men in the L.F.C.,, 352}.letter of, to Dr.
Gros, 352; injured in accident, 352; dis-
charged as physically unfit, 352.

Manche @ balai, 1, 24.

Mangeot, Sergent-pilote, taken prisoner with
Bach, 1, 100, 101.

Mangin offensive, the, 1, 77.

Marcelle, French aviator, 1, 112.

Marinovitch, French ace, quoted on Cre-
hore, 1, 201, 202; 506

Marr, Kenneth, service record, 1, 353; a trés
bon camarade with all Frenchmen, 354; in
American Ambulance at Verdun (1916),
354; major in U.S. Air Service, 354; 44,
46, 58.

Mary, Queen of England, 2, 125.

“Mas,” mechanician, 2, 175, 178, 179, 180,
181.

Mascots, 1, 26, 334.

| Masson, Didier, service record, 1, 355; oldest

in experience of American volunteers in




FABRIC REMOVED FROM A wWW | GERMAN "AV AT IKn AIRCRAFT

PRESENTED BY LY. CoL. HERSCHEL Je MCKEE, USAF (RET) ofF Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
ON 22 Jung 1961, Accession 61-76

CONF IRMED VICTORIES WHILE Hg SERVED A8 A WITH THE FRENOM Air Fonce
OURING WW |, HE WAB rLYING A Nigupony 27 B1S POWERED By A 120 HP LE RHoNe
ENGINE AT THE TiME oF THE VICTORY, McKEE CLAIMS |2 vicToRrIES 5 OF WHICH WERE
NOT CONFIRMED., HE WAS ALSO A PRISONER OF THg GERMANS FOR 6 MONTHS DUR|Ng
W, - McKEE REMAINED WITH THE FRENCH AR ForcE unTIL 1925 AoQuining THE
RANK OF - ITE o Prjun 1y ENTERING THE FRENGH AIR Force MCKeE servep
ONE YEAR WITH THE FRENCH Fore(gn LEGIoN. Ly CoL McKEeE ALSO SERVED w)TH THE US
ARMY AR ForRCE bur|ng Wi,

(THE ABOVE INFO ACQUIRED BY B, M. BROWN DUR|ING A PERSONAL |NTERV|EW WITH
MCKEE on 22 JUNE 1961,)

(I'his item was e rsonelly Presented to the Museum on 22 June 1961 on the occassion
8 Reunion)
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